
SOCIETY NEWS
BULLETIN OF THE ENFIELD ARCHAEOLOGICALSOCIETY

JUNE 1965 No,17

AIMS AND OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY

PROMOTETHE PRACTICEANDSTUDYOF ARCHAEOLOGYIN THE DISTRICT.1.

FOSTER AND KEEP IN CONTACT WITH EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS IN ARCHAEOLOGY.2.

CO-OPERATE WITH NEIGHBOURING SOCIETIES WITH SIMILAR AIMS,3.

ARRANGE GENERAL FIELD-WORK AND VISITS TO SITES.4.

RECORD AND PRESERVE ALL FINDS IN THE DISTRICT AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS5.
TO ALLOW THEIR FINDS TO BE RECORDED BY THE SOCIETY.

ENDEAVOUR TO MAINTAIN IN THE LOCALITY A RIGHT REGARD FOR ENFIELD'S6.
PAST AND THE MATERIAL RELICS THEREOF.

DATESFORYOURDIARIES
(SEE INSIDEFORDETAILS)

WEDNESDAY, 23RD JUNE, 1965 MEMBERS NIGHT

WEDNESDAY,28THJULY, 1965 MEBERS NIGHT

WEDNESDAY,25THAUGUST,1965 MEMBERSNIGHT

SUNDAY, 13TH JUNE, 1965 ONWARDS EXCAVATIONS AT ELSYNGE HALL

SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO MR. G. R. GILLAM, 23 MERTON ROAD, ENFIELD.



EDITORIAL

A MEMBERHAS COMPLAINED THAT OUR MEETINGS ARE TOO FORMAL. THIS IS A
PROBLEMLONG RECOGNISED BY YOUR COMMITTEE, FOR ALTHOUGHTHE WINTER LECTURES
ARE OF NECESSITY FORMAL OCCASIONS IT WAS HOPEDTHAT THE MEMBERSNIGHT MEETINGS
HELD DURING THE SUMMERMONTHSWOULDPROVIDE MORE OF A "CLUB NIGHT" ATMOSPHERE;
A SHORT AND INFORMAL TALK FOLLOWEDBY REFRESHMENTSAND DISCUSSIONS SEEMED TO
BE THE RIGHT SORT OF APPROACHFOR AN ARCHAEOLOGICALSOCIETY'S RELAXED EVENING.
LESS SUCCESSFUL ARE THE COACHEXCURSIONS. IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE SOCIETY
IT WAS POSSIBLE TO FILL ONE COACHWITH EASE AND ON SOME OCCASIONS TWOCOACHES
WERE NEEDED. THE SOCIAL SECRETARY NOWHAS DIFFICULTY IN FINDING ENOUGHMEMBERS
INTERESTED TO MAKE ONE COACH AN ECONOMICPROPOSITION; SOME VISITS HAVE BEEN
MADEWITH MOREFRIENDS THAN MEMBERS! A PAST FAILURE WAS THE ANNUAL DINNER,
DISCONTINUED DUE TO LACK OF SUPPORT FROM MEMBERS, AS WAS THE SOCIAL EVENING
WHICHREPLACED[T.

WE BELIEVE THAT THE SOCIAL LIFE OF AN ARCHAEOLOGICALSOCIETY IS AS
IMPORTANT AS THE LECTURES AND EXCAVATIONS, FOR WITHOUT SOME RELAXATION ARCHAE-
OLOGY IS TAKEN FAR TOO SERIOUSLY, IT IS VITAL THAT A CORRECTBALANCE IS
STRUCK BETWEENDILETTANTISM AND THE DREADFUL SOLEMNITY WITH WHICH IT IS SO OFTEN
TREATED.

WHAT IS WRONG? YOU ELECT THE COMMITTEE TO ARRANGE A PROGRAMMEOF
ACTIVITIES, BUT ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE RESULTS? IF YOU HAVE ANY CRITICISMS,
SUGGESTIONS(OR EVENPRAISE), PLEASE LET THE SECRETARYKNOW.,

THE FIRST MEETING TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSEDNEWHISTORY OF ENFIELD WAS HELD
ON 29TH APRIL IN THE TUDOR ROOM, GENTLEMAN'S ROW. BY COURTESY OF MR, G. G.
GROVES. REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS LOCAL SOCIETIES AND INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS
WERE PRESENT, AND THE ENFIELD LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEEWASFORMED, THE AREA TO

BE COVEREDBY THE HISTORY IS THAT OF BOROUGH32, THAT IS, ENFlELD, EDMONTON AND
SOUTHGATE,ANDWILL PROBABLYBE THE FIRST LOCAL HISTORY USING THE BOUNbAFIES OFTHE NEWBOROUGHS,

A START HAS BEENMADE,ANDABOUTA DOZENPEOPLEARE WORKINGONAS MANY
SUBJECTS. THREE MEMBERSOF THIS SOCIETY ARE PREPARING PAPERS ON THE PREHISTORIC
AND ROMANPERIODS, TUDOR AND STUART ENFIELD, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. TWO FURTHER
OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE HAVESINCE BEEN RECEIVED, AS WE HOPEWILL MANYMORE. THE
WHOLE PROJECT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT FUTURE MEMBERS NIGHT MEETINGS.

IT IS WITH REGRET THAT WE RECORD THE DEATH OF MRS, T. WOODAND THE
RESIGNATION OF DR. W, WOODAS VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY. BOTH WERE
FOUNDER MEMBERS, AND TOOK A KEEN INTEREST IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIETY.



ELSYNGE HALL EXCAVATIONS 1965 THIS YEAR'S EXCAVATIONS [N THE GROUNDSOF
FORTY HALL WILL START ON 13TH JUNE AND CONTINUE

ONSUNDAYSUNTIL THE END OF SEPTEMBER, ALSO THROUGHOUTTHE WEEK 22ND-27TH
AUGUST..

MEMBERSWISHING TO TAKE PART SHOULDGO DIRECT TO THE SITE AT OR AFTER
10,30 A.M,, BRINGING WITH THEMTHEIR OWNTROWELS, IF POSSIBLE, AND REPORTING
TO ME, OR, IN MY ABSENCE, TO MR, ADAMS,

FOR THE BENEFIT OF NEWMEMBERS, THE SITUATION OF THE SITE IS ROUGHLYEAST
OF FORTY HALL .IN THE DIRECTION OF MAIDEN'S BRIDGE.

THE SOCIETY HAS A PUBLIC LIABILITY POLICY COVERING US IN THE CASE OF
ACCIDENTS TO VISITORS, BUT DIGGERS ARE WARNEDTHAT THEY ARE NOT COVEREDBY THE
POLICY. ANY MEMBERWISHING TO TAKE THIS PRECAUTION (AND | STRONGLY RECOMMEND
lT) SHOULD EFFECT HIS OR HER OWNPERSONAL INSURANCE, RECENTLY THE C.B.A.
ISSUED A SPECIAL NOTICE WARNINGPEOPLE TAKING PART IN ARCHAEOLOGICALEXCAVATIONS
THAT THE ACCIDENTS THAT CAN HAPPEN ON A SITE ARE MANY AND VARIED. CERTAINLY
IT IS NO PLACE FOR YOUNGCHILDREN AND NONESHOULD BE BROUGHTTO THE SITE. IF,
FOR DOMESTIC REASONS, MEMBERSFIND THEY MUST BRING YOUNGCHILDREN WITH THEM,
THEN IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE CHILDREN ARE KEPT WELL AWAYFROM THE EXCAVATION,

QUITE APART FROMTHE INHERENT DANGERS, ARCHAEOLOGICALEXCAVATION IS A
SERIOUS. SCIENTIFIC OPERATION, AND IT IS NOT A SUITABLE OCCUPATIONFOR CHILDREN
UNDER THE AGE OF 13-14., IF JUNIOR MEMBERS UNDER THAT AGE PARTICULARLY WANT TO
TAKE PART THEY MUST OBTAIN THE DIRECTOR'S PERSONAL PERMISSION. JUNIOR MEMBERS
OVER 13 ARE, OF COURSE, VERY WELCOME, AND NEWCOMERSWILL BE GIVEN TRAINING IN
TECHNIQUES. THE WEEK'S INTENSIVE DIGGING DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS IN AUGUST
IS MAINLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE YOUNGERDIGGERS, AND | HOPE THAT AS MANY AS
POSSIBLE WILL TAKE ADVANTAGEOF IT.

THE ELSYNGE HALL EXCAVATION IS NOT A RESCUE DIG. IT WAS STARTED AS A
RESEARCH PROJECT, BUT IT IS ALSO RUN, AS FAR AS IS PRACTICABLE, ON THE LINES OF
A TRAINING DIG, AND, AS STATED ABOVE, NEWDIGGERS ARE GIVEN PRACTICAL TUITION,
HOWEVER, ON A COMPLEXSITE SUCH AS THIS, VERY OFTEN THERE IS SIMPLY NOT THE
TIME TO GIVE BASIC INSTRUCTION ON THE SITE, AND FOR THIS REASON THE FIRST OF
THIS YEAR'S MEMBERS NIGHTS, THAT ON 23RD JUNE, WILL BE GIVEN UP TO A DISCUSSION
ON EXCAVATION TECHNIQUES AND "DO's AND DON'TS" ON DIGS. ALL MEMBERS INTENDING
TO TAKE PART IN THE EXCAVATION, PARTICULARLY THOSE WHOHAVE ONLY RECENTLY JOINED
THE SOCIETY, AND JUNIOR MEMBERS, ARE ASKED TO MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO COMETO
THIS MEETING.

IVY W, DRAYTON, DIRECTOR OF EXCAVATION

MEMBERSNIGHTS1965 MEMBERSNIGHTSTHIS YEARWILL CONTINUEONTHE SAMELINES
AS IN 1964, WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL TECHNIQUES, FRIENDS OF MEMBERS

WILL AGAIN BE WELCOMETO THESE MEETINGS, WHICHWILL BE HELD IN THE ST. ANDREWS
CHURCHROOM, IN THE SOUTH-EASTCORNEROF THE CHURCHYARD,ENFIELD MARKETPLACE,
AT 8 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, 23RD JUNE "DO's AND DON'TS ON AN Miss I, DRAYTON
ARCHAEOLOGICALEXCAVATION"

"ARCHAEOLOGICAL PHOTOGRAPHY,
PREPARING THE SITE" D. ALSFORD
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WE HOPE THAT ALL MEMBERS WHO WILL BE HELPING WITH THE EXCAVATION AT
ELSYNGE HALL WILL ATTEND THIS MEETING, SO THAT MiSS DRAYTON CAN EXPLAIN WHAT
IT IS HOPED TO ACHIEVE THIS YEAR, AND BY DESCRIBING SOME OF THE ERRORS TO BE
AVOIDED REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF SUPERVISION NECESSARY ON THE SITE.

MR. ALSFORD WILL BE SHOWING SOME PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE ELSYNGE SITE WHEN HE
DESCRIBES HOW A SITE SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR PHOTOGRAPHY.

WEDNESDAY,28TH JULY "ROMANPOTTERY" G. GILLAM
"DRAWING POTTERY"

MR. GILLAM WILL TALK ABOUTROMANPOTTERY AND ITS VALUE AS DATING EVIDENCE,
ILLUSTRATED WITH SPECIMENS FROM THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTION, AND DESCRIBE THE
METHODS OF DRAWING POTTERY FOR EVENTUAL PUBLICATION,

W/EDNESDAY, 25TH AUGUST "MAPS AND HOWTO READ THEM" R. PEIRCE, A.l,Q.S.,
M.R.S.H.

A KNOWLEDGEOFMAPS AND HOWTO READ THEM IS ESSENTIAL IN ARCHAEOLOGY,AND
MR, PEIRCEWILL BE TALKINGON THISSUBJECTAT THEFINAL MEETINGIN THE CURRENT
SERIES,

AS AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS, THERE WILL BE A BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS AND AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSIONS, WE HOPE TO ARRANGE A SMALL DISPLAY OF ARCHAEO-
LOGICAL EXHIBITS AT EACH OF THESE MEETINGS, AND IF MEMBERS HAVE ANY ITEMS OF
INTEREST THEY ARE ASKED TO BRING THEM ALONG.

LECTURES THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTIONOF ANCIENT BUILDINGS 55 GREAT ORMOND
STREET, W.C.1, HASARRANGEDA SERIES OF ILLUSTRATEDLECTURESON

ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSES, GIVEN BY THEIR OWNERS.

16TH JUNE MARCUSWORSLEY, ON HOVINGHAMHALL, YORKSHIRE.

23RD JUNE THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY, ON HATFIELD HOUSE.

6TH JULY THE EARL OF VERULAM, ON GORHAMBURY,ST. ALBANS.

THESE WILL TAKE PLACE AT OVERSEASHOUSE, PARK PLACE, ST, JAMES'S STREET,
S.W.1 AT 6.15 P.M. RESERVEDSEATS ARE 2/6D. FOR MEMBERSOF THE S.P.A.B.,
3/6D. FOR NON-MEMBERS:TICKETS OBTAINABLEFROMTHE SECRETARY,MRS M. DANCE,
S.P.A.B., 55 GREAT ORMONDSTREET, W.C.1. (CHEQUESAND POSTAL ORDERSTOBE
MADEPAYABLETO.THES.P.A.B;)

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE COPIES OF THE CHURCHFIELDEXCAVATIONREPORT ARE STILL
AVAILABLEFROMMR. G. R, GILLAM, 23 MERTONROAD,ENFIELD,

PRICE 2/6D. POST FREE, THIS REPORT IS AN ACCOUNTOF THE EXCAVATION OF A
ROMANO-BRITISH SITE IN EDMONTONDURING 1951,

ELSYNGE HALL, A SHORT HISTORY MRS. V. GREGORY, WHO HAS BEEN CO-OPTED AS A
MEMBEROF THE COMMITTEE, IS PREPARING A SHORT

HISTORY OF ELSYNGEHALL, WHICHWE HOPETO HAVEAVAILABLE SHORTLYAND ON SALE
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ATTHESITE WHILEEXCAVATIONSAREIN PROGRESS.

REPAIRSATELSYNGEHALL IT. HASNOTSO FAR BEENPOSSIBLETO FIND MUCHDIRECT
MISS G, E, PROFIT, B,A, DOCUMENTARYEVIDENCECONCERNING ELSYNGE HALL, ANDWE

ARE STILL HOPING FOR A PLAN OR DRAWING. HOWEVER,
MISS MERCER, THE MIDDLESEX COUNTYCOUNCIL ARCHIVIST, SUGGESTEDTHAT IT MIGHT
BE WORTHWHILE LOOKING AT TWO PAYBOOKS IN THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY: ONE IS THAT
OF JAMES NEDAM, SURVEYOR OF HENRY VIII's MANORS FROM 1532-43, RECORDING PAY-
MENTS FOR "REPAYRING OF THE PRYNCES PLACE AT ENDFELDE", 1541/2: THE OTHER IS
A PAYBOOKLISTING THE EXPENSES OF PREPARING HOUSESFOR A THREE MONTHS' PROGRESS
OF ELIZABETH IN 1568, (REFS. MS.RAWLD,781, FOLS. 188-207AND MS,RAWLA.195C,
FOLS, 237-286RESPECTIVELY),

PHOTOSTATSHAVE BEEN OBTAINED OF A NUMBEROF PAGESFROM BOTHTHESE BOOKS,
WHICH, IN DETAILING THE.WORKOF BRICKLAYERS, CARPENTERS, GLAZIERS ANDMETAL-
WORKERS,DO GIVE SOME INCIDENTAL INFORMATIONAS TO THE KIND OF HOUSEELSYNGE
WAS. IT MUST AGAIN BE SAID THAT, OWINGTO THE CONFUSIONOF NAMES ("ENFIELD
HOUSE"AND "ELSYNGE HALL"), THERE STILL REMAINS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE HOUSE
REFERREDTO IN THE PAYBOOKSIS NOT IN FACT THE ONEWE ARE EXCAVATING. IF IT IS
NOT, THE OTHERPOSSIBILITY IS ENFIELD PALACE. THIS SEEMS UNLIKELY, AS IN A
DESCRIPTION OF WORKDONE OUTSIDE THE HOUSETHERE IS MENTION OF THE CONSTRUCTION
OF FOUR NEWBRIDGES OVER THE RIVER IN THE PARK, WHICHFiTS OUR SITE BUTNOT
ENFIELD PALACE, WHERETHERE WAS NO RIVER,

IT HAD APPEAREDPROBABLEFROMTHE EXCAVATIONSO FAR DONETHAT:ELSYNGE HALL
WAS BUILT ROUNDA COURTYARDOR COURTYARDS. THIS SEEMS TO HE PROVEDBY REFER~
ENCES IN THE HENRYVIII PAYBOOKTO ROOMSIN THE "EAVES COURT" AND A GALLERY IN
THE "OUTER COURT". WORKDONE OUTSIDE THE HOUSE AT THIS TIME INCLUDED MENDING
THE DRAWBRIDGEAND THE GREAT BRIDGE AT THE PORTER'S WARD,REPAIRS TO THE STABLES,
AND PROVIDING THE KING WITH SIXTEEN MOUNTINGBLOCKS. THE CARPENTERSARE
RECORDEDAS BUILDING A SHED60 FT, LONG"FOR ROASTINGMEATAT": TRACESOF THIS
MAY BE FOUNDIF, ASIS THOUGHT,OUR EXCAVATION IS AT THE ENTRANCETO THE KITCHEN
QUARTERS,

GOING INSIDE THE HOUSE, THERE ARE REFERENCESTO FOUR KITCHENS, THE KING'S,
PRINCE'S, PRIVY KITCHEN AND HALL KITCHEN, WHERERANGESANDDRESSERSWERE MADE
AND REPAIRED. WORKWASALSO DONE IN THEVARIOUS SUBDIVISIONS OF THE DOMESTIC
QUARTERS: THE SCULLERY,SCALDING HOUSE, BUTTERY, SPICERY, PULTREY, COOL HOUSE
AND RUSHHOUSE AREMENTIONED. OF THE PUBLIC ROOMSIN THE HOUSE, THE HALL AND
GALLERYIN THE OUTERCOURTARE REFERREDTO IN HENRYVIII'S REIGN: THE LIBRARY,
GREAT CHAMBER,PRIVY CHAMBER,PARLOURAND GALLERY IN ELIZABETH'S. OTHER ROOMS
ARE IDENTIFIED AS "LODGINGS" ORCHAMBERS": LODGINGS- NO DOUBTSUITES OF ROOMS-
ARE FOR THE MOST PART OCCUPIED BY PERSONS OF HIGHER SOCIAL RANKTHAN CHAMBERS.
IN 1568 LORD LEICESTER, LORDWARWICK,LORD NORFOLKANDLORD HUNSDONHAVE LODGINGS:
IN 1542 THE PRINCESSESMARY AND ELIZABETH, SOME OF THE ROOMSOCCUPIED BY THE
KING ARE DETAILED: HIS BEDCHAMBER,ARRAYINGCHAMBER, STOOL CHAMBER.

THE WORKDONE BY CARPENTERS, GLAZIERS AND OTHERS IS INTERESTING. - THE
GLAZIERS WEREBUSYIN BOTHHENRY'S ANDELIZABETH'S REIGNS; PUTTING IN NEWGLASS
ANDREPAIRING"QUARELS, THE-SQUARE ORDIAMONDSHAPEDPIECES OF GLASSIN LATTICE
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