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EDITORIAL

Membership of the Society is nearing the target figure of 200, This
gratifying increase is due to the activities of the Publicity Group.
Several new memberswere enrolled at the exhibition recently staged in the
Market Place. We shall again be exhibiting at the Town Show in September
and it is hoped to arrange further displays elsewhere in the Borough later
in the year,

Peter Blakebrough has been appointed Press Officer and he ensures that
our activities are reported to all the local papers in the London Borough
of Enfield. This, too, has resulted in new membersbut, more important,
it helps in getting archaeological discoveries reported to the Society with
the minimumof delay.

The December meeting will be the last we shall hold in the Eastern
Gas showrooms as the Demonstration Theatre will no longer be available
for use by local societies. Details of our new venue will be given inthe DecemberBulletin. Wehope the alternative accommodationwill beof an equally high standard as that previously enjoyed. Meanwhile, wetake this opportunity to record our grateful thanks to Eastern Gas forthe use of the Theatre during the past ten years.

Progress is being madewith the New History of Enfield. Seven draft
chapters have been submitted and a publication date will soon be announced.

There are still a few 'gaps' to fill, one of which is the story of thedevelopment of the London Borough of Enfield, from the Board of Guardians,
through the Urban Districts and Boroughs. If any member is interested andwould like to help with this chapter they arc invited to write to Mr. G. R.
Gillam, 23, Merton Road, Enfield, who would be pleased to discuss the matterwith them.

A few subscriptions are still outstanding and Mrs. J. Adams, the Hon.
Treasurer, has asked that they be sent to her at 14, Uvedale Road, Enfield,
as soon as possible



 FORTHCOMINGEVENTS

The following meetings will be held at 8 p.m. in the Demonstration Theatre
of Eastern Gas, SydneyRoad, Enfield. Membersare invited to bring their friends.

23rd September1966  FILMSHOW.
STORY IN THE ROCKS: How scientists can trace successive stages of the
formation of the earth and look back into the past; to learn from the
rocks the story of creatures that lived long ago, were buried by wind
and sea and then turned into stone.

LASCAUX, CRADLEOF MAN'S ART: A film showing the famous prehistoric
cave paintings of Lascaux in the Dordogne district of France.

BISKUPIN: A description of the prehistoric lake settlement of Biskupin
in Poland, which has been completely excavated, with part of the settlement
reconstructed to full scale.

THE RIVERS OF TIME: A film of considerable cultural interest, coveringthe earlier Mesopotamiancultures and the subsequent Islamic periodswith particular reference to the developmentof technology.

11th November 1966 LECTURE. EXCAVATION OF A BRONZEAGE SETTLEMENTSITE AT
WESTONWOOD,SURREY, Miss Joan Harding.

Miss Harding is a librarian in the Civil Service. For the last sixseasons she has been directing excavations of a Late Bronze Age
settlement site in Weston Wood for the Surrey Archaeological Society.The site is particularly important because unlike similar sites on
the South Downsit was found to be perfectly sealed.

9th December 1966 LECTURE. THETFORD, EXCAVATION OF A SAXON TOWN.
Brian K, Davison, B.A.

Mr. Davisin is an Assistant Inspector of Ancient Monuments in the
Ministry of Public Buildings and works. On behalf of the Ministry hehas been carrying out large scale excavations at Thetford in Norfolkduring the last three summersand uncovered important evidence of the
Saxon Town.



FIELDWORK

Reports from Observers

Excavations are still in progress at Cheshunt Great House.  Work has
been concentrated on the south side of the building in an effort to trace
its original extent in this direction. Ono of the more exciting discoveries
was a buried stairway leading from the floor of the main hall to the cellars
below,

Observations were made in trenches dug across the northern end of Little
Park Gardens, Enfield, where property has been demolished as part of the
'Town Plan'. A brick drain was noted running across the site from north tosouth and continuing under the roadway of Little Park Gardens to Church Street.

This site is worth watching when development takes place as it maybepossible to observe the junction of the Taplow Gravel and Brickearth which
occurs here.

Roman pottery has been discovered in the garden of 94, Landseer Road,Enfield. Evidence of the Romanoccupation in this area has been knownformany years. Newspaper accounts and an article in the Illustrated LondonNews published in April 1902, describes how 'layers of dark soil containingRomanpottery, coins, brooches and roofing tiles were uncovered during theconstruction of the houses in that year. None of the objects has survivedand it was assumedthat the subsequentcultivation of the gardens would havedestroyed all the remaining evidence. However, whenMr. Taylor the newtenant at 94, started to dig over the garden, which docs not appearto havebeen cultivated since the house was built, he cut through a ditch containingRomanpottery. He reported the discovery to the Forty Hall Museumwho askedthe Society to investigate and an emergency excavation was immediatelycommenced.  Thepottery is of first to fourth century dates and includesmortaria, samian, colour-coated, and Castor Ware. A full report will begiven at the Annual General Meeting and eventually published in the Bulletin.
A watch is being kept on the extension of the dual carriage-way of theCambridge Arterial Road. Nothing has been noted to date.

The Convenorof the Observers Group is Mr. W. Gates, 8, SeymourCourt,Eversley Park Rosd, N. 21, to whomall reports should be sent.



An Architectural and Historical Report on
Southgate House, High Street, Southgate, N. 14., now part of

Minchenden School - by W. L. Gates & P. Blakebrough.
(by kind permissionof the Headmaster).

This building, built between1780 - 1800, and listed as Grade II
by the Ministry, stands well back from the road behind a high brick
wall, and is built of yellow brick, with a green slate roof, leaded
ridges, stucco cornice and stone parapet and dressings. The original
house consisted of a symmetrical double-fronted house onto which a
further wing was added, (possibly early 19th century), on the North.
This spoils the balance of the facade, and the gracefulness of the
building has been further debased by the addition of a large Victorian
bay onto the North wing at the front plus a two-story bathroom block
at the side, and a gymnasium, in matching brickwork, on the South.

The original double-fronted house has an interesting facade; there
is a gently-curved pillared porch incorporating the front door, with
stone steps and a narrow railed balcony above.  This is flanked on
either side by wide semi-circular arched insets, framing a single
sash window. Above these the matching single sashes have been replaced
to ill effect by modern double sashes with concrete lintels.  Above
the porch, however, the triple windows appear to be original. A
simple cornice, topped by a stone parapet with blind balustrading panels
repeated at the rear completes the facade, the dormer windows of the
attics (all unaltered) being set backbehindthe parapet.

The arched insets are repeated on the South side of the building,
and also on the East front, where they frame Venetian windows (three
apertures, the central one being glazed, original glazing bars
removed) on the ground floor, with single sashes as before on the
first. The central rooms on this East front are extended into a
great semi-circular bay, having three curved sashes on each floor.

This side of the house faces the playing fields and is separated
from then by a ha~habuilt of similar brick to the house. The
original estate extended to the "Woodman" in Bourne Hill.

To the North-West of the old house stand the walls of the Kitchen
gardens, facing South, now laid out as Tennis Courts. Flanking these
arr the Old Stables, a pleasant little building with a small pediment
and semi-circular windows on the first floor level. The remaining
wall of the stable yard appears to be late Victorian, as does the yard
itself.

To the North of the house, adjacent to the later North Wing, and
standing between the house proper and the 1939 New School Block, is
the dairy, an octagonal building with deep caves and volutes,
surmounted by an octagonal slate roof and a ventilator in the same
style. This little building, nowforming part of a corridor, has
an early 19th century round-headed window, and the surrounding
single-storcy buildings, of varying ages are surmounted by a fire-bell
in an iron frame, now used for school purposes.
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