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EDITORIAL

Membership of the Society is nearing the target figure of 200 This
gratifying increase is due to the activities of the Publieity Groupe.
Several new members were enrolled at the exhibition recently staged in the
Market Places We shall again be exhibiting at the Town Show in September
and it is hoped to arrange further displays clsewhere in the Borough later
in the year,

Peter Blakebrough has been appointed Press Officer and he ensures that
our activities are reported to all the local papers in the London Borough
of Enfielde Thisy; tooy has resulted in new members but, more important,
it helps in getting archaeoiogival discoveries reported to the Society with

the minimum of delaye
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The Dzscember meeting will be the last we shall hold in the Eastern
Gas showrooms as the Demonstration Theatre will no longer be available
for use by lncal socistiese Details of our new venue will be given in
the December Bulletin. We hope the alternative accommodation will be
of an equally high standard as that previously enjoyeds Meanwhile, we
take this pportunity to record our grateful thanks to Eastern Gas for
the use of the Theatre during the past ten yearse
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Progress is being made with the New History of Enfield. Seven draft
chapters have been subnitted and a publication date will soon be announceds

There are still a few'gaps' to fill, one of which is the story of the
developnent of the London Borough of Enfield, from the Board of Guardians,
through the Urban Districts and Boroughse. If any member is interested and
would like to help with this chapter they arc invited to write to Mre Ge Re
Gillam, 23, lMerton Road, Enfield, who would be pleased to discuss the matter
with them,
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A few subscriptions are still outstanding and Mrs. J. Adams, the Hon.
Treasurcr, has asked that they be sent %o her at 14, Uvedale Road, Enfield,

as soon as possible
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# FORTHCOMING EVENTS *
% %*
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The following meetings will be held at 8 peme in the Demonstration ?heat?e
of Dastern Gas, Sydney Road, Enficlde Members are invite? to bring their friends.

23rd September 1966  FILM SHOW.

STORY IN THE ROCKS: How scicntists can trace succesive stages of the
formation of the earth and lock back into the past; to lcarn from the
rocks the story of crcatures that lived long agos werc buricd by wind

and sea and then turned into stones.

LASCAUX, CRADLE OF MAN'S ART: A film showing the famous prehistoric
cave paintings of Lascaux in the Dordogne district of Francee

BISKUPIN: A dcseription of thc prehistoric lake scttlement of Biskupin
in Poland, which has been completely cexcavated, with part of the settlement
reconstruoted to full scalce

THE RIVERS OF TIME: A film of considerable cultural interest, covering
the earliecr Mesopotamian cultures and the subsecquent Islanic periods
with particular refcrence to the development of technologys
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11th November 1966 LECTURE. EXCAVATION OF A BRONZE AGE SETTLEMENT SITE AT
WESTON WOOD, SURREY, IMiss Joan Harding.

Miss Harding is a librarian in the Civil Scrvice. For the last six
scasons she has been directing excavations of a Late Bronzc Age
settlement site in Weston Tood for the Surrcy Archaeological Societye
The site is particularly important because unlike similar sites on
the South Dorms it was found to be perfecly secaleds
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9th December 1966 LECTURE. THETFCRD, EXCAVATION OF A SAXON TOWN.
Brian K. Davison, B.A.

Mr. Davisin is an Assistant Znspector of Ancicnt Monuments in the
M'xistry of Public Buildings aid lTorkse On behalf of the Ministry he
has been carrying out large scalc cxcavations at Thetford in Norfolk
during the last three sunncrs and uncovered inportant eveidence of the

Saxon Tovmne
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* FIELDWORK . —-_—
® *
* Reports fron Observers *
% *
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Work has

Excavations arc still in progress at Cheshunt Great Housce
been concentrated on the south side of the bulding in an cffort to trace
its orininal oxtent in this dircctions Onc of the morc cxciting discoveries
was a buried stairway leading fron the floor of the main hall to the ccllars

below,

Observations were made in trenches dug across the northern end of Little
Park Gardens, Enficld, where property has been demolished as »art of the
'Town Plan'es A brick drain was noted running across the site from north to
south and continuing under the roadway of Littlc Park Gardens to Church Strccte
This sitc is worth watching when developnent takes place as it may be
possible to observe the junction of the Taplow Gravel and Brickearth which

occurs herece .

Roman pottery has been discovered in the garden of 94, Landsccr Road,
Enfielde Evidence of the Roman occupation in this arca has been kmown fores-
nany ycarse Nespaper accounts and an articlc in the Illustrated London
News published in April 1902, describes how 'laycrs of dark soil containing
Roman pottery, coins, broochcs and roofing tiles were uncovered during the
construction of thec houscs in that ycare Nonc of the objcets has survived
and it was assumed that the subscquent cultivation of the gardcns would have
destroyed all the remsining cvidences However, when Mr, Taylor the new
tenant at 94, started to dig over the garden, which docs not appear to have
been cultivated since the house was built, hc cut through a ditch containing
Roman potterye He reported the discovery to the Forty Hall Muscunm who asked
the Socicty to investigate and an cnmergeney cxcavation was immediately
councncede  The pottery is of first to fourth century dates and includes
Dortaria, sanian, colour-coated, and Castor 7arc. A full report will be
given at the Annual General Mecting and eventually published in the Bullctine

A watch is being kept on the coxtension of the dual carriage-way of the
Canbridge Arterial Rcade Nothing has been noted to datce
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The Convenor of the Obscrvers Group is Mre We Gotes, 8, Scymour Court,
Eversley Park Rosd, Ne 214 to whon all reports should be sent.
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An Architectural and Historical Report on
Southgate House, High Street, Southgate, N. 14., nowpart of
Minchenden School - by W. L. Gates & P. Blakebrough.
(by kind permissionof the Headmaster).

This building, built between1780- 1800, and listed as Gradell
by the Ministry, stands well back from the road behind a high brick
wall, and is built of yellow brick, with a green slate roof, leaded
ridges, stucco cornice and stone parapet and dressings. The original
house consisted of a symmetrical double-fronted house onto which a
further wing was added, (possibly early 19th century), on the North.
This spoils the balance of the facade, and the gracefulness of the
building has been further debased by the addition of a large Victorian
bay onto the North wing at the front plus a two-story bathroom block
at the side, and a gymnasium, in matching brickwork, on the South.

The original double-fronted house has an interesting facade; there
is a gently-curved pillared porch incorporating the front door, with
stone steps and a narrow railed balcony above. This is flanked on
either side by wide semi-circular arched insets, framing a single
sash window. Above these the matching single sashes have been replaced
to ill effect by modern double sashes with concrete lintels. Above
the porch, however, the triple windows appear to be original. A
simple cornice, topped by a stone parapet with blind balustrading panels
repeated at the rear completes the facade, the dormer windows of the
attics (all unaltered) being set backbehindthe parapet.

The arched insets are repeated on the South side of the building,
and also on the East front, where they frame Venetian windows (three
apertures, the central one being glazed, original glazing bars
removed) on the ground floor, with single sashes as before on the
first. The central rooms on this East front are extended into a
great semi-circular bay, having three curved sashes on each floor.

This side of the house faces the playing fields and is separated
from then by a ha—habuilt of similar brick to the house. The

original estate extended to the "Woodman" in Bourne Hill.

To the North-West of the old house stand the walls of the Kitchen
gardens, facing South, now laid out as Tennis Courts. Flanking these
arr the Old Stables, a pleasant little building with a small pediment
and semi-circular windows on the first floor level. The remaining
wall of the stable yard appears to be late Victorian, as does the yard

itself.

To the North of the house, adjacent to the later North Wing, and
standing between the house proper and the 1939 New School Block, is
the dairy, an octagonal building with deep caves and volutes,
surmounted by an octagonal slate roof and a ventilator in the same
style. This little  building, nowforming part of a corridor, has
an early 19th century round-headed window, and the surrounding
single-storcy buildings, of varying ages are surmounted by a fire-bell
in an iron frame, now used for school purposes.
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