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SEPTEMBER 1971 Noe 42,

CONTENTS
Editorial
Now Members
Forthcoming Events
Travelling the Roman Roads of Britain

Further Excavations on the line of Ermino Street

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

21st August Field Trip

25th August Members Night

19th September Field Trip

30th October Industrial Archacology Conference

'Socicty Nows! is published quarterly in March, June,
Soptember and Decomber., The Editor is Mr, G. R. Gillam, 23,
Merton Road, Enfield, Middx., to whom articles and notes for
inclusion and correspondence regarding the Bulletim should be
addressed, The Bullctin is frce to members, BExtra copies may
be obtained from the Editor (5p post free).




EDITORIAL

The recently published report on 'Industrial Archacology'
has becn well received and over 700 copies have been sold to
date, Apart from orders from all parts of Britain there was
one from the West Indies and another from New Zealand.

Members who have not already done so are urged to buy a
copy without delay as the report is likely to become something
of a collectors item,

You are reminded that members of the Soevlety can purchase
the report for a reduced price of 40p and a list of addresses
from which they can be obtalned is given elswhere in this
bulletin,

Following representations by this Society, the Departmyent
of the Environment has accepted our reccomendation that the cast
iron aqueduct in Flash Road should be scheduled as an anciont
monument o

Wle hope this will lead to the aueduct being cleared, in part
at least, of the accumulated soil and a general tidying up being
made of that part of the course of New River,

We are pleased to include in this issue another report of
the excavation, under the direction of Mr, B, Barr, on the line
of th:s Ermine Street near Braughing, It was here that the Roman
road was first examined in detail in 1961,

Members of thoe Enfield Archaeological Sociecty have helped
with the work from time to time, the results of which should prove
useful in the hunt for the course of the road through this area,

It is curious that such a substantially built road should have
left no traces in our own area, There have been one or two theories
suggested, none of which arc entirely r~onvincinge. Porhaps an
answer will bc given when the Roman %ritish Research Group publish
their rcport,.

e e & 0 o Ll
@ e o o o .

(14
.o
(1]

L 1]
[
..
oo
o
(1]

L]
(1]
.e
(13
(1]
o0




NEW MEMBERS We arc pleascd to welcome the following new members.

Miss A Blackburn 206, Green lancs, N, 13.

Mr, & Mrs, & Miss Taylor 52, Grangec Park Avenue, N, 21,
Mr, & Mrs. A, Hurry 22, Burnjam Close, Enfi:ld,

Miss J. Varley 84, Ridge Avenuc, Enficld,

Mrs. A, Robinson 5, Chase Court Gardons, Enfield,

Miss G. Watts 94a, London Road, Enfield,

Miss H, Botts 65, Amberely Road, Enficld,

Mr. C, Richardson 33, Harrow Drive, N. 9,

Mr, H, llason 35, Downhills Park Road, N,.,17.

Mr, & Mrs. J. Ivers, Roger & Barrie 120, Hedge Lanc, n. 13.
Messrs E & J Aldridge, 18, Craddock Road, Enfidld,

Mr, Fo. Malcher 22, Linden Way, N, 14,

Mr, F. Wand School House, Brettenham Road, N, 18,

Mrs., E. Johns e record with regret the death of Mrs, E. Johns
of Wades Hill, N, 21, She had been a member
since March 1968, Our sympathy has becn exprcsscd to the far.ily,
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FORTHCOMING EVEN

Wednesday 25 August Members Night Salisbury Housc Arts Contre,
Bury Strect, Edmonton, 8 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE FROM THE 18th AUGUST

The theme of the meeting will be geology and prchistory and
is being erranged, naturally enoigh, by members of the Prehistory
Research Group. If you have any geologigal specimans plcaso
bring them along to the meeting.

ENFIELD COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE - CArEL HOUSE

The third conference on Industrial Archacology by the Enficld
College of Technology will be held at Capel Housc on Saturday 30th
October 1971,

The theme of tho conference will be "THE DISCERNING EYE IN
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY",

Various speakers will discuss the standards and values to be
applied when deciding what to keep and where to kccp it, Therec
will also be films and displays by local socicbics,

The conference fee will be £2, 50, and will include lunch and
a conference handbook,

Further details can be obtained by writing, in September, to
E, Higgins, Pross and Publicity Officer, Enfield College of
Technology, Queonsway, &nficld,

Numbers will again bc limifed so carly application is adviscd,.
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GREATER LONDON INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY

BISHOPS STORTFORD, HARLOW MILL, CANAL WALK
Saturday 21 August 1971

Members of the Enficld Archasological Society have hcen
invited to join a walk along the River Stort Navigation with a
pre=-lunch tour of Bishops Stortford, where scverpl maltings survive,
and an afternoon visit to the corn mill at Hallingbury which has
becen restored to working order, Therc are several other items of
interest en route,




Travel: Lower Edmonton Station 10,25, Southbury Station 10,29
arrive Bishops Stortford 11.10, conncction Waltham Cross
10,34 change Broxbourho.,
Afternoon only participants travcl by trains two hours later
and join main party at Bishops Stortford Station at 1320,
Return from Harlow Mill by 17.13 and 1743 trains duo
Southbury 17.40 and 18,10 rcspoctively, Only the 17,13
has a conncctiaem to Waltham Cross arriving at 17,15,
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WALTAHM ABBEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WALK ALONG THE LEE NAVIGATION
WALTHAM TOWN LOCK TO BOW LOCKS

, Another camal walk to which membors of this Society have beon

invited is on Suday, 19th Scptembor; 1971 at 10,00 from Waltam Abbey.
Packed luteh o be brought, Lunch brcak at Forry Boat Inn, Ferry
Lane , Tottengam 1300-1406, Depart Tottenham Lock 14.15 and arrilve
at Bow Locks at approx. 17.00, Distancec 13 milcs. It is hoped that
some of the moro encrgetic members will take part in the walk,

Further details can be obtained from Mr, D, Necdham, telephone

01,363,0201 (home) or Waltham Cross 23688 (work).
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INDUSTRIAL ARCHsEOLOGY IN ENFIELD

As mentioned in the ceditorial, copies of the rcport may be
obtainecd by calling at onc of thc addresscs below,

Miss J, Green 24, Lynmouth Avenue, Enfield,

Mrs. J, Ledran 34a, Hertford Road, Enficld,

Mro, G. Gillam 23, Merton Road, &nfield,

Mr, &, Hall 23, Uvedalc Road, Enfield,

Mr, A. Smith 10, Orchid Grange, Chasc Side, N, 14.
Mr, L, Fercday 779, Cambridge Road, Fnficld,

Mr, J, Sykes 30, Goat Lane, Enficld,

Mr, D, Necedham 74, Monks Close, Enficld,

Mr, C, Smith 22, Wasstminstcr Drive, N, 13,
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TRAVELLING THE ROMANROADS OF BRITAIN

W. JOHNSON.

My work sometimes makes it necessary for me to travel varying
distances from London regularly for several weeks. In the past two
years | have spent over 30 weeks in Wolverhampton travelling up by
road on Monday and returning on Friday. What does one do to relieve
the monotony of such a journey? Well for those interested in
archaeology the answer is simple. There are many things to see
along the way and many signposts with names which arouse interest.

I am particularly interested in the Roman period so it is only
natural that | look for things with Roman connections. What could
have stronger connections with Rome than the very roads we travel?

The Roman roads of Britain have long been the happy hunting ground

of the field archaeologist but sad to relate they are rapidly changing
and soon vast sections of the network of roads will no longer show
traces of their origin.

Some sections have already lost the atmosphere that always
seems to be attached to an old read. What is it that generates
this atmosphere has always eluded me, but to drive along a nice
straight road lined with trees, with a ditch on either side and
raised above the bordering fields on a bank or agger gives one the

feeling that here is an old road. The same cannot be said for a
motorway no matter how much landscaping and preservation of natural
features has been done. Barrows and other relics of the past seem

out of place beside modern roads even though they were there first.

The road | used and which | have seen slowly lose much of its
character is "Watling Street" better Knownthese days as the AS5.
In two years much of this road has been changed to dual -carriageway
with a central reservation. The section of the A5 | travelled most
regularly is that which goes from B557 junction to Lutterworth and
Ullesthorp to the A460 Wolverhampton-—Cannock road.

The best way to describe this stretch of road is by heading
north-west from the b557 junction. Here the road is a modern
dual carriage way which is growing in length day by day but it does
regain its character with an agger and ditches for a few miles before

reaching the roundabout at Hinckley. Leaving the roundabout there is
a pronounced ditch on the left this disappears but soon ditches
reappear on both sides of the road until they peter out at the junction

of the a47 going right to Hinckley and a sign marks the Warwickshire
boundary.



