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EDITORIAL

Once again the committee has been planning the next year in the
Society. Many of the meetings have now become an annual 'event' such as
the Film Show, the Presidential Address and the Roundabout but the feeling
is that we are still not catering for all of our members, although the
attendance at the AGM in March was the largest for some years.

One of our problems is that we do not know what the members want,
because they never tell us. If YOU know of a good speaker, an interesting
film or topic or a subject on which youwlwould like a lecture then let any
committee member know,

The other main problem facing the committee is the meeting place.
Unfortunately the Gas Showrooms are only available for one meeting per
year, reserved for our Presidential Address and 'The George', in addition
to costing more money, is not very suitable because of the noise, This
leaves Edmonton Upper School on the Cambridge Road. Here the problem is
transport and, with this in mind, it is now proposed to run a car rota to
enable those members who have difficulty in reaching the school to attend
the meetings.

It has also been suggested that we hold more meetings and social
functions during the year and so enclosed with this bulletin is a short
questionnaire, The commititee would be very grateful if members could spare
a few minutes to fill this in and return it to the Editor (or any other
committece member). The answers will then be analysed and used to help
plan for the fubture of the Society,
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Once again we will be running this competition for the
Denis Alsford Trophy. Unfortunately last year proved a very poor effort
in so far as numbers of entries was concerned, although the standard of
photography was high, This year the subject MUST be Archaeological or
Historical and entries will be judged more on this aspect than on the
actual quality of the photograph,

Entries should be handed to our Social Secretary - Mr E
Lionel Fereday - by the end of August, Slides or photographs are ,
ecceptable and the winners we be announced at the party in September,
(see diary and members nights).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Once again I would like to express my grateful thanks to Miss
Ann Gadsdon for all the help she gives in duplicating and despatching the
bulletin, Also to her long-suffering family for housing the duplicator,

Jill Green
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ednesday June 13 - 8pm. Salisbury House,
' Bury Street Vest, N9

MEMBERS NIGHT

Our librarian, Miss C Blair will be showing some of the many slides in
her collection,
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Sunday June 17
COACHE OUTING TO DANEBURY IRON AGE HILL FORTV

There are still a few vacancies on this trip, which will include one or
two surprise items,
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Saturday July 7
COACH OUTING TO OXFORD

Again there are still a few seats left and we like to have a full
coach for all the outings.
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Vednesday July 11 - 8pm. Salisbury House,
Bury Street West, N 9

MEMBERS NIGHT

A symposium of activities undertaken by the various research groups
within the Society.,
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Sunday August 19
COACH OUTING TO AVEBURY AND VEST KENNET
Another trip "Westward'. Hurry and book now.
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Saturday September 22 Salisbury House,
Bury Street Vest, N 9

AUTUMN PARTY
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Saturday September 29
COACH OUTING TO COLCHESTER.
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Several of our newer members have asked the purpose of
members nights so I am taking the liberty of trying to explain the idea

behind these summer meetings of the Society,

Basically the idea is that there should be a few informal
meetings in the year where members, new and old, can get together,
exchange ideas, have a chat and generally get 'into' the Society. It was
originally envisaged that the members themselves 'took' these evenings
so that they felt that they were contributing something to the Society
but, unfortunately, members are not very forthcoming with ideas and

seem reluctant to do anything, even if only for five minutes.,

Our first members night this‘year is on June 13th, at
Salisbury House, starting at 8pm, when Miss C Blair, our Librarian, will
be showing some of her many slides, However if there are any other
members who would like to contribute five or more minutes talking about
something in which they are interested please contact our Social
Secretary - Mr E Lionel Fereday, 01=363-7319,

The second members night -~ July 11th - will take the form
of a Symposium, when the various research groups within the Society will

showing, for about 15 minutes each, the activities undertaken.

The members night due to take place in August has been
postponed to SEPTEMBER 22nd, Many of you who attended the Presidential
Address this year will remember that Dr Anthony expressed a wish to meet
more members on a more informal basis. This gave our Social Secretary
an idea. Why not invite Dr Anthony to our next party? But why wait until
next year? Vhy not make it the third members night! Details still have
to worked out but keep the date free and come along. It is hoped to
have the photograph competition again this year and Dr Anthony, we hope,
will be able to see at least some of the entries and present the trophy

to the winner,

REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS NIGHT ARE FOR YOU - THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY.,




- ISTORY FROM A ROMAN COIN

During 1972, the Romano-British group's work revealed great quantities
of tile, pottery and several -other interesting finds. Withoutv question the
allotments of Churchfields are harbouring untold amounts of 'survivors' of
the vicissitudes of the best part of the last two thousand years,

It is to these '......other interesting finds' that attention is drawn
and in particular, two coins which were found whilst excavation was in
progress on plot 125, The first may be dismissed in a single sentence, in
that it 1s a severely corroded bronze coin of, as yet, undetermined date
and denomination, 3%

The other coin, which has survived the ages with greater impunity,
proved to be more interesting. After careful removal of dirt, a silver coin
was revealed about the size of a sixpence, Further scrutiny lead to its
identification. It proved to be a denarius of the Emperor Trajan, minted
in Rome between AD 115 and 117.

Trajan's name and titles appear on the coin in an abbreviated form.
(The legends, on coins of Trajan, are necessarily small and neat and this
enabled all the lettering to fit on. A prominent feature on coins of this
emperor.) They were quite lengthy even when shortened and, in the case of
this specimen, the titles are continued on the reverse. The coin was
considerably worn but enough detail remained to enable the legend and
reverse type to be ascertained. They are as follows:

Obverse legend -~ IMP,CAES,NER.TRATAN.OPTIM.AVG.GER,DAC.PARTHICO.

Laureate, draped bust of Trajan facing right.

Reverse legent - P.M.TR.P.COS.VI,P.P.S.P.Q.R.

Virtus (or courage) standing right, with foot on a helmet,
holding a spear and parazonium.

Parazonium? hat on earth is a parazonium? (you may be asking). In
fact it is a short sheathed sword: this interpretation is generally
accepted but it has also been thought to be a quiver.

The legend, as previously stated, is in an abbreviated form and
below is a list of each respective abbreviation with its expanded form,
followed by an explanation where necessary.

IvpP, IMPERATOR or commander-in-chief of the army.

CAES. CAESAR or a title of honour.
NER. NERVA - name taken when adopted by Nerva.

TRATAN, TRATANVS,
OPTIM. OPTIMVS or the best.

AVG, AVGVSTVS - title of honour upon elevation to the throne.
GER. GERMANICVS - referring to victory over the Germans.
DAC. DACIVS " w.owo v wm w " Dacians,

PARTHICO or PARTHICVS oo owoowoomw W Parthians,




PM. PONTIFEXMAXIMV®r high priest (the emperorwas head of the
Romanreligion,)

TR.P. TRIBVNICIA POTESTASor the Tribunician Power. An office held by
the emperor and his heirs giving them governmental power, This
was generally (but not always) renewed each year and can be used
as a method of dating coins,

e.g. in simplified form - TR.E= 1st year (of office), TR.P.II =
2nd year, TR.P.lII = 3rd year, etc.

COsS,.Vi, CONSVLATVSVI or Consul for the 6th time. or in other Words a
magistrate, there were usually two, the emperor being one. This
office  was also generally renewedeach year and is another
method of dating coins.

P.P, PATER PATRIAE or Father of his Country - this is another
honorary title,

5.P.Q.R. SENATVSPOPVLESQVEROMANV®r (ruler over) The Senate and
Peaople of Rome.

Whowas Trajan?

What do we know about Trajan? Well below follows a very brief
account of his life, including the historical events relevant to the above
coin.

Marcus Ulpius Trajanus was born in Italica, Spain (now known as
Old Seville) in aboutAD52, He joined the armyandhad a very successful
career, eventually becoming a general of great note and fame. Whilst in
Colonia Agrippina (now Cologne) as a prefect of Lower Germany,he learned
that he had been adopted by the emperorNerva (in AD97). As heir tothe
throne he shared the title GERMANICUSwith the emperor and also took his
namgNERVA),

In thelanuary of AD 98 Nerva died, after a reign of only 16
months. Trajan then became emperor, taking the title AUGUSTUSand in AD 99
returned to Rome. In that year the Senate bestowed upon him the title
PATER PATRIAE andin 100, OPTIMUS. Between AD 101 and 103 and again between
104 and 106 he campaignedn Dacia (an area which now includes Hungary and
Transylvania), Returning to Rome, again victorious, the Senate conferred
the title  DACIUS upon him.

The victory wascommemoratedin Romeby the erection of a column
one hundred and thirty two feet high, with a spiral relief two hundred
yards long depicting scenes from the Dacian campaigns. This can still be
seen; although the statue of Trajan which once adorned the top of the
column has unfortunately long since been replaced by a statue of St. Peter,

In AD 114 the army, under Trajan's leadership, advanced into
Parthia (an area south of the Caspian Sea). Onceagain fortune smiled upon
Rome and Trajan took the title of PARTICUS, His other campaigns added
Armenia, Assyria and Mesopotamia to the Empire and he effected a building
programmewhich left its mark on Rome and throughout its provinces.



