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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

- e e mm wm s e em ew s sm em Gm mm e e e
- Em mm e e mm mm em aw e Sm mm Gm e e s G e

Saturday 22nd September at 7.30pm, Salisbury House, Bury Street Vest, N9

Please see seperate application form enclosed with this issue.

Sunday 30th September in London,

A walk round the district of Southwark, with Harvey Sheldon,
For details please contact E Lionel Fereday.

Tednesday 10th October at 8pm, Edmonton Upper School, Cambridge Road, N9
FIL} SHOW, The titles are not available at time of going to
press but members can be sure of an interesting, and we hope
e ducational, evening,

Wednesday 14th November at 8pm, Edmonton Upper School, Cambridge Road, N9

Lectures 'Recent Excavations at Swanscombe', by Dr John
Vaechter. The subject of this lecture is a little unusual in
that it deals with a period of pre-history unknown to most of
our members, Dr Vaechter has spent many seasons digging at
Swansconbe, the source of the earliest known inhabitant of
Britain,

flednesday 5th December at 8pm, Edmonton Upper School, Cambridge Road, N9

Lecture: 'The Roman Pottery in Highgate Vood', by Harvey
Sheldon, Once again this London Archaeologist will be meeting
members of this Society, this time to give a talk on the
pottery found in conjunction with the kilns which were
excavated in Highgate Vloods,

REMEMBER - THESE MEETINGS ARE FOR YOU, THE MEMBERS OF THE E,A.S......- ~

(So far about 20 questionnaires have been returned to the Editor. Three
people in the Southgate area have requested transport to meetings but
forgot to put their name and address on the forms., If those persons

would contact the Editor, 01-360-7752 transport can be arranged for them),
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The dig in Seventh Avenue has now closed. A good deal of pottery was
reeovered and a pot-washing session will be held shortly. It is hoped
.that the material will be on show at the History Weckend on September
15/16, at Salisbury House.

Contributions for the next bulletin should reach the editor by
December  15th.




FISH-PICKLE SAUCE AT CHURCHFIELDS

During the 1972 excavations in Churchfields a layer
of dark soil was discovered, appearing to be a pit or
ditch containing Roman remains. In April 1973 at the week-
ends a start was made in clearing out this feature for a
width of about 18 inches from the face of the section.

Artifacts mainly consisted of the usual brick and
tile fragments, predominantly in the upper half of the
dark soil, with a few very small pottery sherd and bone
fragments

The find of most interest so far is what appears to
be the base of a globular amphora in a coarse sandy-
yellowish ware. These amphorae usually stood about 2'4"
high with maximum girth ebout 1'9", with two handles, one
of which would scmetimes caorry a stomp giving the name of
the landowner or estate whose produce the vessel contained.
The nature of the cortents was also frequently written or
incised on the outsice oI the vessel - normally wine, oil
or fish ssauce (*ara;}, 1~ couce of supply for the British
market was the scullhr of in end aolthough there is some
evidence of traffic ev fore the Roman invasion the
period when the globulic® phorae came into normal use was
after the middle of thz secczd cenvury A.D.
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Bob Brown.

Refs: ARCHAEOILOGY OF ROMAN BRITAIN - Collingwood and
Richmond
ANTIQUITIES OF ROIMAN BRITAIN - B.l.
THE IRON AGE AND 173 FILL FORTS - Ed Jesson and
Hill
(ROMAN AMPHORAE IN PRE-ROMAN BRITAIN - Peacock.
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™E CITY UNIVERSILZ -~ ST JOI7 STREZT, LONDON EC1V 4PB

The 1973/4 Adult Education Progremne includes some items that might
be of interest to members.

'"Materials in Antiquity’® will diccuss the mode of living of Man from
Palaeolithic to Roman times in terms of the utilisation of the available
building materials. The characteristic festure of the influential civil-
isations of the Ancient Vorld will bc described, g
Commencing October 2nd =5 6,7Cpm,

'"Controversy in Geology? will exomine the development of Geology as
a science and some of tiiz controversial issues raised,

Commencing October 25th at 6,30pm,

' Accidents and Victorian Faginecring® will show how accidents on
the railways, in industry, and at sea influenced the evolution of
Victorian Engineering,

Commencing January 17th at 6,30pa.

Further details are available from the college, address above,
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CHURCHFIELDS SHERD.

Actual size,

GLOBULAR AMPHORA.
After
Collingwood;

(Fig. 91.c.
Scale 1-12,
R.B.

1/5/73.




THE WOODCHESTERAVEMENT

On Sunday22ndiuly, three cars left Enfield MarketPlace at 8.45 am
heading for Woodchester, near Stroud, in Gloucester. The journey was
quite quick andwe all arrived at our destination at around 11,30, having
stopped for coffee on the way.

The Woodchester RomanPavement lies beneath the parish churchyard,
to be uncovered and displayed to the public once a decade by the united
efforts of the villagers.

It was not until 1794 that the pavementwas fully excavated - by a
Samuel Lyons - although parts of it had previously been seen and recorded
by local people, Unfortunately parts of the pavement had been destroyed
by gravediggers.

As the largest and most elaborate of the several hundred decorative
Roman pavements known in Britain, the Woodchester pavement spans an area

of 45 ft 10ins (14.88m) square,

The design itself consists basically of an octogon surrounded by
three concentric circles, all enclosed in a square, panelled frame. The
pattern of the central octogon has-been completely destroyed - but
according to a note madeby Richard Bradley, it was 'said to be fish and
star about the centre'.

The innermost circle contains a procession of birds; the next, one
of animals, andthe third a wave pattern. To the south side of the circle
of birds, and facing the presumable main entrance to the room, is what
remains of the figure of Orpheus playing the lyre - his head and shoulders
having been lost as part of the octogon. Also, to the south side of that
containing waves, is the head of Neptune.

As already noted the concentric circular schemeis enclosed in a
square frame. In each of the four right-angled corners between the outer
border of the circle and the framework had stood a square stone column
base. One remains in situ and in the top of this is a large circular
socket, evidently for a rebate and therefore implying a wooden column.
Occupying the spaces on either side of the column bases were two reclining

female figures, Large parts of five of these eight figures are missing.

Thebroad frame consists of regular panels of differing design, with
a border pattern round the edge.

It is interesting that, although two other types of Orpheus mosaics
containing similar details have been found all over Britain and Europe,
this particular design with its use of concentric circles has only been
discovered in S.W, England (four - including Woodchester - in Gloucester-
shire, and one and probably another in the adjacent counties of Somerset
and Wiltshire respectively).

After lunch we went on to see the Romanvillas at Whitcombe (part of

which is still being excavated) and Chedworth.
As a closing note, | would like to say 'thank you' again to our
drivers, Angela, lill and lan.

Mary Sells



