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Editorial

Dut to the fact that the editor has just returned from a
four week holiday in New Zealand some of the items that members have sent
in have been held over until the next issue. My apologies for this but
there has been a lot of items to cover for this issue, as well as the
AGM report.

At least I do not have the problem of the Prehistoric
Society. Their year book of Proceedings has just been published - cost £5
and containing 493 pages, 7 pull-out drawings and 27 plates. It makes our
publications seem very small.

The season for coach outings is nearly upon us again and
enclosed are details of the first three for this year. The price has,
regretably gone up, mainly due to the large increase in fuel. Never-the-
less the high standard of the EAS outings will still be maintained. A new
venture is featured on 16th June when it is planned to visit several small
villages in Cambridgeshire to see some of their historical pasts,

Don't forget when planning your summer holidays., If you are
visiting places of archaeological or historical interest take some notes
or some booklets and w:ite a small article for the bulletin, Other members
might well be interested.
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A welcome to the following new members:

Miss M & Miss C Lovelock 27 Cornwallis Grove N 9
Mrs C Needham 74 Monks Avenue IEnfield

Mrs L F Spiller 49 Kemp Road N 18

Mr L Zanelli & Family 158 Prince Georges Ave N 14
Miss Langridge .177 Caterhatch Lane 'Enfield
Mr H Harris - 40-York Road ' N 21
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HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN TO PAY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION????????????????????

OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY IS STILL WAITING FOR ABOUT 40 PEOPLE TO PAY FOR
1974, MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT PAID BY MARCH 31st WILL AUTOMATICALLY NOT
RECEIVE ANY MORE BULLETINS. THANK YOU.




BONE REPORT - 7th AVENUE EXCAVATIONS (July/August 1973)
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P L Armitage M.Sc, B.Sec.
Introduction
During the months of Jﬁly and August 1973 several members of the

EAS carried out a rescue dig in Tth Avenue, Bush Hill Park, Enfield,
(0.S. grid reference TQ 343955/8).

A number of bone fragments, and a complete section of jaw bone,
were disoovered in a sealed pit. A quantity of Roman pottery and three
coins were also unearthed during the exoewvations. (see R Coxsghall'ls
article in Society News December 1973.)

The site director sent the animal remains to me, for idewbtificotion,
and comment,
" The Animal Material

A A complete (or almost complete) section of the left lower
jaw bone (MANDIBLE) of a pig.

Length 10.4cm (Measurements taken with
Overall width1.9om vermier callipers)
Height (in
region of 1st
molar) ~ 4,%cm

Dentition:

2 Incisors present

1 Incisor absent

1 Canine (Tusk) present

All 4 premolars present, but 'sliced' in half,

Sllght charring noted on the external and internal surfaces of the
jaw, Small fragments of charcoal were found adhered to the bone,

The jaw bone appeared to have been cut in the region of the first molar
and also along the SYMPHYSIS, i.e. the union line where the two
symetrical halves of the mandible are normally fixed together,

(B) PFragments of Oxen teeth, "hen reconstructed they were
found to represent two teeth, the first and second molars from the
right hand side of the upper part of the mouth, Small fragments of the
MAXILLA, or upper jaw, were attached to the teeth,

1_1 Three fragments of bone too small for identification.

DlSOUSSIOn

. No really valid oonclusions can be derived from such a small
quantity of material available., However, from the apparent lack of
abrasion of the teeth in the jaw bone plus the actual number of teeth,
it is probable that the pig's jaw represents a young animal that was
slaughtered at an age of 18 months to two years. The cut marks suggest
that the animal provided a source of meat, Due to the small size of the
jaw I would suggest that it represents the remains of domesticated rather
"than a wild pig, :

Bibliography: 'Bones for the Archaecologist! -

I W Cornwall
'Animal Bones in Archaeology' - M L

Ryd €r,



A HISTORY OF 'MILLFIELD HOUSE', EDMONTON, N 18, 17602 - 1974
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Millfield House:stands in its own grounds in Silver Street,
opposite the junction with Windmill Road, (an area once used:by St Davids
Hospital) and has seen both high and low styles of life since its
erection about 1760 in the style of the famous Adam brothers, although
there is no evidence to prove that they were the builders.

It was built on land originally part of the Tyer Hall Estate,
vhich took its name from the.lyerhall family who owned this, and other
lands in Edmonton, during the time of Edward III (1312-1377).

o . It probably took its name from the site of the '0ld Vater Mill'
on the south side of Pymmes Brook, vhich runs behind the house. The site
of the mill is shown on the John Rocque Map of Middlesex in 1754, The mill
is also mentioned in the Domesday Survey of Villiam the Conqueror in 1087,

On approach to the house one is met with a curved entrance faced
wvith four pillars, and a curved entrance hall with a large room off to the
right containing a fine white marble fireplace. (Recently, unfortunately,
part of the shelf containing a nude statue has been stolen so no one is
able to viev it as the makcers intended.)

It is interesting to note that in the kitchen, to the left, there
ig an old plate safe built into the wall,

There is a wide curved staircase leading to the upper floors,
from vhich entrance to the rooms is gained by curved doorways, Above these
rooms are rough, wooden-panel rooms probable used as servants quarters.
The staircase itself is surmounted with a leaded lantern light,

Below are the usual cellars containing openings for wine-racks,
and a well is sunk into the floor.

The first possible owner vas a Mr Wigston who is mentioned in
Vestry Minutes of 4.12.1796 regarding the Poor Rate due on Millfield
House for the, then, tenant, an Imperial Russian Ambassador. In 'Book for
a Rainy Day' by J T Smith, is a short comment regarding a pleasant
summer spent at Millfield House by the Moorland family in 1796.

In 1801 the Land Closure Award showed the owmer as a Mr Daniel
Beale who was followed by Robert Mushet (1782-1828) of the Royal Mint, the
gixth son of William Mushet and Margaret Cochrane. Mushet entered the Mint
about 1804 and in 1808 he was shovm as the third clerk to the Masteiy -
Later he held the post of first clerk to the Master Melter and Refiner,
In 1823 he -took out a patent (no. 4802) for preparing copper for sheathing
ships by alloying it with small quantities of zinc, tin, antimony and
arsenic, He died at Millfield House on 1 Feb 1828, leaving a widow,
Henrietta, daughter of John Hunter of St Andrews,

“ o A survey was carried oﬁf, by A Nickson of Blackheath, on 13 Oct
1829, and valued the housc and grounds (consisting of 14 acres) at £6,300.,
(Mortgages were cheaper then).




On Tuesday 31 May 1842 Messrs Winstanley held a public auction,
describing the property in the usual Estate Agent vocabulary as a ‘'Capital
Residence'.

In 1849 the owners, a Benjamin Wilson and a Frederick Clark, sold
the property to the Guardians of the Poor of the Strand Union, and the
building of kitchen wards and blocks, some abutting the House, took away
its rural appearance. The children of parents who were working in the
workhouse (later Klingers Stocking factory) situated off Bull Lane behind
North Middlesex, were housed and educated. | shouldn't think a very pleasant
time was had, (Until three years ago the school bell could be seen on the
wall, but has now disappeared).

On 2 June 1915the property cameinto the hands of the Metropolitan
Asylum District and then, in 1946 after the National Health Act, the
property of the London County Council, until finally to the Secretary of
State for Social Security.

Until his death seven years ago, the Superintendent resided in the
House, then only a few rooms were used by his replacement, Mr Jim Jones,
now retired and living in N Wales, although meetings were regularly held
in the large 1st floor room,

During the second world war the hospital patients used the cellars

of the house as an air-raid shelter, with bunks replacing the wire racks,
After this the cellars were used as storage area for old records andbooks
and still several hundredold Ration Books. (If you would like 4o0zs of

sweet coupons | can arrange it.) Some of the records go back to 1930 and a
further search may reveal earlier books. In 1930 the Consulting Doctors
fee was £20 per annum,

In March 1971, due to the unsuitability of the buildings, the
patients left for a new hospital at Brentwood. A preservation order was
madeabout this time for the House andin 1973the LondonBorougtof
Enfield took over control of the houseand some of the grounds. A large
part was assigned for use by by the Dept of Environment for use as part of
the new North Circular Road, which has been started, and the usual up-
rooting of trees etc. has made the landscape barren. That's progress |
suppose, | have, however, recorded the rural scene on film prior to
demolition.

Time and the theft of lead from the roof have not helped the House
but Enfield Council, under the direction of the valuer Mr Henry, have
takentheir responsibilities seriously andDecembet973a temporary
caretaker took up residence in the house until they are able to carry out
the necessary repairs and eventually open it as an Arts centre for the use

of all.

Our Chairman, Mr Geoffrey Gillam, is in close contact with pro-
ceedings and he is hopeful that, along with other Art groups within the
borough, we shall have storage facilities in adjacent buildings.

Permission has been granted for the Society to conduct excavations
in the house and grounds at a later date with a view to establishing
whether or not any earlier buildings have existed.



