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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March 26th Wednesday Civic Centre, Enfield, 8.00 p.m.

Annual General Meeting

With this bulletin comes the Notice of the 1980 Annual General Meeting and
it is hoped that all members will do their best to attend.

/e do need more help in running the Society and we would like to see a few
more members coming forward, Would anyone like to arrange a couple of coach
trips, to help with publicity, to deliver a few bulletins, to type the odd report,
to help prepare food when we arrange a social occasion, or to give assistance in
any other way? If so, please get in touch with Geoffrey Gillam, 23 Merton Road,
Enfield. Telephone 367 0263.

23rd April Wednesday Civié Centre, Enfield, 8.00 p.m,
Medieval Pots and Potters Clive Orton

in and around London

The types of pottery used in medieva! London from cI050 - 1500 A.D., will be
examined. against the background of their-uses and the use of alternative materials.
New evidence for the dating of late medieval pottery will be presented and the
evidence for the manufacture of pottery in and around London will be reviewed.,

This lecture will be of intarest, not only because of the presentation of pottery
as archaeological evidence for dating purposes, but will have an aesthetic appeal
to those people who are interested in pottery design and decoration.

14th May Wednesday Civic Centre; Enfield, 8.00 p.m,
Presldenhol Address _ . , Dr. llid Anthony

The sub|ect of Dr. Anthony's Presudent-ol Addresa is not yet known, but we
can be assured from her past record that it wiil be interesting dnd informative.
Her previous lectures have ranged for and wide, both in space and time, and have
included 'Etruscan Bronzes', 'Early Domestic Buildings', 'Industrial Sites in Roman
Britain', 'The Roman Countryside’, and many other subjects. We have no hesitation
in entering this date in our diaries.




THE DEFENCES OF ROMAN LONDON ™~ = 11 =
A lecture given on ‘: ednesdoy-l!‘rfh‘ November 1979 by Dr. Hugh Chapman,
senior Keeper of the Prehistoric and koman Section of the London Museum.

. The site.of Roman Lendon.was on. two gravel plateaux;. separated by the

- River.Yvalbrook and bounded an the west by the-Fleet. It was on the eastern

. ‘plateau that the first:settlement was built shortly after-the ixoman invasion of
- 43.1,D., -London soon became the administrative: centre iof the province of

. Britain, erid between 49 and:96 &.D., many fine buildings were. erected, among
them the Governor's salace. S By

-7\ though the outline of the city woulc have been marked by the Pomoerium,
. or sacred boundary, there is no evidence that any linzar defences were built
- before abowt200 A ,.D.. Traces of carly military activity have been found at
~Aldgate; where small V=shaped ditches, from one of which: a. sword handle was
- -Fecoverad, -suggests, that.a base -was established there by theirvasion forces.

THe Tife of the town wa interrupted by the rebsliah 5 e Tceni and ofher
tribes led by Boudicca in 80 A.D, when Camulodunum (Coichester), Londinium
"' (London) and Verulamium (5t Abans) were sacked ‘,Tﬁ'ezlfé_fr(\'c:“){.Wewl[ have been
: "ais'ﬁ{cz“"'d"erdéhrhér'i_t of troops in London at this flme{ﬂ"'urqof?ﬁoughto provids

" any défence, 1 ° RET
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=+ In 1952 there came the discovery of the Xomoan iort in-the northwest corner of

; the:city in the Cripplegate area. Cf typical Alaying card shape;iithe fort covered

12 acres and ifs obvious function was to house a bodyguard for. the Imperial Governor
whose palace has already been mentioned. Built about 100 .%,D. it was one of the
“‘edrtiest 'stone forts in this country. Although the i?&hnaﬁtfbn\s"bf‘fhg wall and the
o ditdlf’rsurrotm_ding the fort were found, all tracés of f{l’féi‘:'i‘h}ﬁéfﬂmlvbﬁﬂdings have been
‘destroyed by the digging of cellars beneath 19th é;éhfu‘ry’iﬁuildings . The fort
‘dppears to have been occupied into the 3rd century.

¢ IR 200 AL D the city was surrounded byvdvidrge'"s)tﬁérfé) wall, rising to a height

" of 20 fect, with an exteérnal ditch, enclosing an aréa’ of 330 acres, making it the
largesttown in Roman Britain. The archaeological evidence for the construction

+ .; of these defences gives a date between 154-and 2 4:4.,D..and the generally
. ~accepted date. is about 200 4,D. It has been suggestad that the:wall was built on

. :the instruction of. Clodius. \lbinus, a-local usurper. who grve orders for the building
.., of walls around the main towns.of Britain.befors he l6ft to pursue his ambitions on

...i;lfh'e_._,ConJ_fi__ment:._,.\,,,-. N RE TR R g RN




The methpd of construction was of facing stones of Kentish Kag from the
Maidstone area, with a carefully placed rubble fill. The wall was bonded with
layers of tile every few feet, which also served as offsets for decreasing the width
_of the wall. Internal turrets gave access to the walk-way which occupied the last
6 feet or so of the upv:er ‘part of tHe wall Behmd the wall was an earth bank about

"1’4feer*!'n:k T AR e T

"For 'many years theré was & Iohg ‘débate on“whether or not the river front was

, deFended "gxcovotion has now revéaled rows of rectangular oak piles driven into
“ the subsofl,” covered with ‘d fayér of chatk on which the wall was built. The date
of constmcﬁon for -this 'Sart of the’ watl was during the third quarter of tha 4th
century.” THe riverside wall was gradually eroded by the Thames and collapsed
between 996 and 1066.

“There weré severol gotes 'ohd fhé olognment of the wall at Aldgote suggests there

* wds ‘an enfrance 'to thé cuty dat l‘hik ‘soint bafore the wall was built. The most
fharwghly expiol’éd gatewdy i¥ ot Newgate where two rectangular guard towers,
“With' @ ¢entral’ p:er, rowd@d a dsuble entrance have been discovered. There wera
" several 'Bastions on: ﬂfe Walll " Those on" the wetérn side are hollow and believed to
- be. medievaladditions, -while those on the.egstern side are solid-and of Roman date
built to,accomodate artillery. The addition of bastions meant that the external
ditch had to be filled iin to provide the necesscry base for the projecting masonry.
A new, wida, shallow ditch was dug further.away from the wall to give parameters
of fire for the artillery. The filling of these bastions is made up of a wide variaty
of architectural fragmnnts altars, frcgments cf large funerary monuments, tombstones .
“even pdrts ‘of a lorge monumental arch . They were all used in the reinforcement

of the mfy defences cmd tefiect the eme'gency condmons prevonlmg durmg the

'~ late Koman Empure

In 1974 the base of asmall:tower with ditches in front ‘was uncovered at
 bearby: Shadwell ., It has been plausibly suggested that it was o signat tower, perhaps
one of several strung out along the Thames Estudry, to give warning of an impending

attack. A date in the -ird century has been given for its construction.

/s well as more evidence of the defences of London being revealed by excavation
and observohon, several 19th century-prints and drawings have been found which
illustrate many parts of the defences tong since destroyed. . ... o

The lecture was of particular intérest to us-as “the' small seﬂlemenr in Enfield on
the road from Bishoasgate, where official travellers Qould obtain a change of horses -
on their journey oYong Ermine gﬂ'eer to the north, would have been administered
from London. The excavation in Lincoln Road; Enf’ eld in 1976 found evidence of
late military activity in this area and such activity would also have been directed
from London.




EXCAVATIONSAT WARE
A lecturgivenon Wednesdayhe5th Decembet97%y Clive Partridge,who

hasbeendirectingxcavationat Wareon behalbf theEasHertsArchaeological
Society.

FromEnfield, official travelleedongErmin&treetwouldhavechangedhorses
againat Ware, whereevidencef Romaaccupation,in the formof coinspottery
andburials,hasbeenknowrfor manwears. Thefirstfindsweremadealuringthe
buildingpf AllenandHanburyfactoryinthe earlyl9tltenturpnthebankof the
RiverLea. Severaburials,botircrematiorendinhumationaswellascoinsand
broochesverefoundwhenthe nearbylock on theLee Navigationwasconstructed
in the1860's. Foundationsf buildingswvereuncovereduringflood-eliefworkin

the somarea in 1975and 1976.

As wellasevidenaaf theRomanccupationmantindsof earlieperiods
have beenmade.A uniquediscoveryaspartof a Mesolithicsitewherenotonly
workedflintsverefoundbutlso structurafeaturegut into thesubsoidnd sealed
beneathlaterturfline. AnlronAgeditchwasfoundandit isexpectedhatmore
findsofthisperiodvill eventuabgforthcomiragsClive Partridgbelievethere
wasa stagingosterdor tradetwingingin goodsviatheThameandLeaValley.

Roman settlemesameearly; there is evidence of a military ditch containing
Claudian/Neroniarpotteryandat leastonesectionthroughheearlymilitary road
haseerobtainedLater on, Ermin&treeitselfwasconstructaddunlike Enfield,

continuanhdtheareaof occupatiarewn size,especialburingthe3rdand
4th centurieandeventfullsoverea sufficienthflargeareatosuggesit may

haveachievethestatusfa town.The westerandeasterioundariesf the
occupiedreaareboundedby cemeteries.Chalkplatformmerelaid downto

stabilishe underlyipgatandonwhichwereconstructednbeframedhouses,

someof whichrevealedat leastfive rebuildinghasesThepostholesof a building
believedto bea templefrontingrminestreetwerefound fragmentsf votive

plaguesandtwo horsekeadBuriedin one corneappearto be a votiveoffering.

Therwasonsiderabiledustriacisvityglay pitsandpotterykilnsaswell as

severaffurnacedsrironworkingeregound.” Thereweretracesf manyphemeral
buildingssociated/ithithisindustridtivity. Muchof thelateactivityhad
encroachexh Erminstreewhiclin consequencéjadnarrowedn widthtoseven
metresiiess. Theexcavatiofa timbelinedwvell, dugduringthelate3rd
centurywaglescribed, inwhich werefoundseveralcompletskeleton®f pigsand
dogs.



