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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March26thWednesday Civic Centre,Enfield, 8.00 p.m.
AnnualGeneralMeeting

WiththisbulletincomestheNotice of the1980AnnualGeneralMeetingand
it is hopedthatall memberswill do theirbestto attend.

Wedoneedmorehelp in runningtheSocietyandwewouldlike toseea few
morememberscomingforward. Wouldanyonelike toarrangea coupleof coach
trips,tohelpwithpublicity, todelivera fewbulletins,to typetheoddreport,
tohelppreparefoodwhenwearrangea socialoccasion,or togiveassistancein
anyotherway? If so, pleasegetin touchwithGeoffreyGillam, 23MertonRoad,
Enfield. Telephone3670263.

23rdApril Wednesday Civic Centre, Enfield, 8.00 p.m.
Medieval Potsand Potters Clive Orton
in and around London

Thetypesof potteryusedin medievalLondonfromc1050- 1500A.D., will be
examined.againstthebackgroundof:theirusesandthe useof alternativematerials.
New evidencefor thedatingof latemedievalpotterywill bepresentedandthe
evidenceforthemanufactureofpotteryinandaroundLondonwill bereviewed.

Thislecturewill be of interest,notonlybecauseof thepresentationof pottery
asarchaeologicalevidencefordatingpurposes,butwill haveanaestheticappeal
tothosepeoplewhoare interestedin potterydesignanddecoration.

14thMayWednesday Civic Centre,Enfield, 8.00 p.m,
PresidentialAddress llidAnthonyDr.

Thesubjectof Dr. Anthony'sPresidentialAddressisnotyetknown,butwe
canbeassuredfromherpastrecordthatit will be interestingandinformative.
Her previouslectureshave rangedfar and wide, both in spaceand time, and have
included'EtruscanBronzes','EarlyDomesticBuildings','IndustrialSitesin Roman
Britain', 'TheRomanCountryside',andmanyothersubjects.Wehavenohesitation
in enteringthisdatein ourdiaries.



THEDEFENCESOFROMANLONDON
A Iecturegivenon Wednesday14thNovember1979by Dr. HughChapman,

senior Keeper of the Prehistoric and RomanSection of the London Museum.
Thesite.ofRomanLondon wason.twogravelplateaux,separatedby the

RiverWalbrookandboundedon thewestbythe Fleet.It wasontheeastern
A plateau that the first settlementwasbuilt shortly after-the Roman invasion of

43 A,D., London soon becamethe administrative:centreof the province of
Britain,and between49and 96 A.D., manyfinebuildingswere erected, among
themthe Governor's palace.

Althoughtheoutlineofthecitywouldhavebeenmarkedbythe Pomoerium,
or sacredboundary,thereis noevidencethatanylineardefenceswerebuilt
beforeabout 200A D. Tracesof earlymilitaryactivityhavebeenfoundat
Aldgate where small V-shapedditches, fromone of which:a swordhandle was
recovered,suggeststhat abasewasestablishedthereby the invasionforces.

Thelife ofthetownwasinterruptedbytherebellionoftheIceni andother
tribesledby Boudiecain60 A.D. whenComulodunum(Colchester),Londinium
(London)andVerulamium(St.Albans)weresacked.Theremaywell havebeena smalldetachmentof troopsin Londonat thistime,butnotenoughto provide

ln 1952therecamethediscoveryof.theRomonfortinthenorthwestcornerof

12acresandifsobviousfunctionwastohousea bodyguardfor.theImperialGovernorwhosepalacehasalreadybeenmentioned.Builtabout100A..D. it wasoneof the
earliest stonefortsin thiscountry. Althoughthefoundationsof the wall andtheditchsurroundingthefortwerefound, all tracesof theinternalbuildingshavebeen
destroyedby thediggingof cellarsbeneath19thcenturybuildings.The fort
appearstohavebeenoccupiedintothe3rdcentury.

In 200 A.D. the city wassurroundedby a largestonewall, rising to a height
of 20feet, with anexternalditch, enclosingan areaof 330acres,makingit thelargesttownin RomanBritain. Thearchaeologicalevidencefortheconstruction

accepteddateisabout 200 A.D. It hasbeensuggestedthatthe wall wasbuilt on
the instructionof Clodius Albinus,a local usurperwhogaveordersfor thebuildingof wallsaroundthemaintowns ofBritainbeforehe lefttopursuehisambitionson
the Continent



Themethodof constructionwasof facingstonesof KentishRagfromthe
Maidstonearea,witha carefullyplacedrubblefill. Thewall wasbondedwith
layersof tile everyfewfeet, whichalsoservedasoffsetsfordecreasingthewidth

of the wall. Internal turretsgaveaccessto the walk-way which occupied the last
6 feetor soof theupperpartof thewall Behindthewall wasan earthbankabout
14 feet thick.

For manyyearstherewasa longdebateon whetherornot theriverfrontwas
defended.Excavationhasnowrevealedrowsof rectangularoakpilesdriveninto
thesubsoil,coveredwitha layerof chalkonwhichthewallwasbuilt. Thedate
of constructionforthispartof thewall wasduringthethirdquarterof the4th
century.The riversidewall wasgraduallyerodedbytheThamesandcollapsed
between996and1066.

Therewereseveralgatesandthealignmentof thewallat Aldgatesuggeststhere
wasanentrancetothecityatthispointbeforethewallwasbuilt. Themost
thoroughlyexploredgatewayis atNewgatewheretworectangularguardtowers,with a centralpier,,provideda doubleentrancehavebeendiscovered.Therewere
severalBastionson thewall. Thoseonthewesternsidearehollowandbelievedto
be.medieval additions, while thoseon the easternside are solid and of Romandate
built to accomodateartillery. The addition of bastionsmeantthatthe external
ditchhadto.be filledin toprovidethenecessarybasefortheprojectingmasonry.
A new, wide, shallowditch was dug further awayfromthe wall to give parameters
of fire for theartillery. Thefilling of thesebastionsis madeupof a widevariety
of architecturalfragmentsaltars, fragmentsof largefunerarymonuments,tombstones
evenpartsof a largemonumentalarch. Theywereall usedin thereinforcement
of thecity defencesandreflectthe emergencyconditionsprevailingduringthe
lateRomanEmpire

In 1974thebaseof a small towerwith ditchesin frontwas uncoveredat
nearby:Shadwell. It hasbeenplausiblysuggestedthatit wasa signaltower,perhaps
one of severalstrungout along the ThamesEstuary, to give warningof an impending
attack. A datein the3rdcenturyhosbeengivenforits construction.

As well as moreevidence of the defencesof Londonbeingrevealed by excavation
andobservation,several19thcentury printsanddrawingshovebeen.foundwhich
illustratemanypartsof thedefencestongsincedestroyed.

Thelecturewasof particularinterestto us asthe smallsettlementin Enfieldon
theroadfromBishopsgate,whereofficial travellerscouldobtainachangeof horses
on theirjourneyalongErmineStreettothenorth,wouldhavebeenadministered
fromLondon. TheexcavationinLincoln Road;Enfieldin1976foundevidenceof
late militaryactivity in thisareaandsuchactivitywouldalsohavebeendirected
from London.



EXCAVATIONSAT WARE
A lecturegivenonWednesdaythe5th December1979byClive Partridge,who

hasbeendirectingexcavationsat Wareonbehalfof theEastHertsArchaeological
Society.

FromEnfield, official travellersalongErmineStreetwouldhavechangedhorses
againat Ware,whereevidenceof Romanoccupation,in theformof coins,pottery
andburials,hasbeenknownformanyyears. Thefirstfindsweremadeduringthe
buildingof AllenandHanbury'sfactoryinthe early19thcenturyonthebankof the
RiverLea. Severalburials,bothcremationsandinhumations,aswellascoinsand
broocheswerefoundwhenthenearbylock on theLeeNavigationwasconstructed
in the1860's.Foundationsof buildingswereuncoveredduringfloodreliefworkin

the somearea in 1975and 1976.
Aswellas.evidenceof theRomanoccupation,manyfindsof earlierperiods

havebeenmade.A uniquediscoverywaspartof a Mesolithicsitewherenotonly
workedflintswerefoundbutalsostructuralfeaturescut intothesubsoiland sealed
beneatha laterturf line. An IronAgeditchwasfoundandit isexpectedthatmore
findsofthisperiodwill eventuallybeforthcomingasClive Partridgebelievesthere
wasa stagingpostherefor tradersbringingingoodsviatheThamesandLeaValley.

Roman settlementcameearly; there is evidence of a military ditch containing
Claudian/Neronianpotteryandat leastonesectionthroughtheearlymilitaryroad
hasbeenobtained.Later on, ErmineStreetitselfwasconstructedandunlike Enfield,

continuedandtheareaof occupationgrewin size,especiallyduringthe3rdand
4thcenturies,andeventfullycovereda sufficientlylargeareatosuggestit may
haveachievedthestatusof a town.The westernandeasternboundariesof the
occupiedareaareboundedby cemeteries.Chalkplatformswerelaid downto
stabilisetheunderlyingpeatandonwhichwereconstructedtimber,framedhouses,
someof whichrevealedat leastfiverebuildingphases.Thepostholesof a building
believedtobea templefrontingErmineStreetwerefound fragmentsof votive

plaquesandtwo horses-headsburiedin onecornerappearto bea votiveoffering.
Therewasconsiderableindustriousactivity;claypitsandpotterykilnsaswell as

severaffurnacesfor ironworkingwerefound. Thereweretracesof manyephemeral
buildingsassociatedwiththis industrialactivity. Muchof thelateactivityhad
encroachedon Erminestreetwhichin consequence,hadnarrowedin widthtoseven
metresorless. Theexcavationofa timberlinedwell, dugduringthelate3rd
centurywasdescribed, inwhich werefoundseveralcompleteskeletonsof pigsand
dogs.


