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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

11thJune, Wednesday Civic Centre,Enfield, 8.00 p.m.
THE SAXON SHORE HARVEY SHELDON, B.5c. F.5.A,

DuringthethirdcenturySaxonraidsbeganto be madeon thecoastsof
Britain. Tocopewith thisproblem,a chainof fortswasbuilt which
extendedfromPortsmouthharbourto Brancasterin Norfolk on the edgeof
theWash. Thetaskof eachgarrisonwasto catchandto destroytheraiders
assoonaspossibleaftertheyhaddisembarked.Unitsof theRomannavy
patrolledtheoffshoreareaof thesoutheastcoastandtheyandtheforts,
aswell as inlandgarrisonswerelinkedby meansof anelaboratesignalling
system.A separatecommandwassetupundera 'Comes';Countof the
SaxonShore.
Thelecturewill begivenby HarveySheldon,whois makinga welcome
returntoEnfieldfor thispurpose.

16thJuly, Wednesday CIVIC CENTRE, ENFIELD 8.00 p.m.
EXCAVATIONS ON MONASTIC SITES
IN WEST ESSEX Pat Wilkinson

In this countrywe possessa greatmanymonasticsites, someare still very
impressivewith thewallsstandingto rooflevel. Othersare indicatedby
onlystumpsof wallsremainingabovegroundwhileothershavecompletely
disappeared.Therewereseveralmonsticordersandthedifferencesareoften
reflectedin thelayoutandstructuraldetailsof thebuildings.
On this occasion, Miss P, Wilkinson will describethe excavationscarried out
on monsticsites in Essex, includingStratford(Cistercian), Langthorne,Waltham
Abbey(Augustinian)andBarking(Benedictine).

11thJuly Wednesday SalisburyHouse, BuryStreet, N.9,
8.00p.m.

ACTIVITIES GROUP MEETING Recent Researchon Enfield Palace

Ian Joneswill describehisrecentworkon thehistoryof EnfieldPalacefor
theforthcomingresearchreporton 'TheRoyalPalacesof Enfield'. Therewill
alsobe reportson recentfieldworkandexcavationanddetailsof futureplans.



LECTUREREPORTS

THEARCHAEOLOGYOF CRETE
A lecturegivenby Ian JonesonWednesday9th January.
Situatedin theSouthAegean,theislandof Crete, althoughpossessing

fertile-plainsconducivetostockbreedingandthegrowingof crops,had
few naturalresources.Thekeyto itssuccesslay in itspositionin the
Mediterranean,makingit ideal for tradebetweenthesurroundingmainland

countries. Althoughmanyof itsmaterialrequirementshadtobe imported,
it wasable toexportconsiderableamountsof agriculturalproduce.

DuringthesecondmilleniumB.C, thegreatBronzeAge civilisation, known
asMinoan,reacheditsheight.Many finepalaceswerebuilt; thebestknown
of which is Knossos,madefamousby theexcavationsof Sir ArthurEvans.
Knossosgrewintoan enourmousandcomplexstructurewithmany'modern
architecturalfeaturessuchaslight wellsanddrainagesystems.Several
frescoeshavesurvivedandwewereshownmanyof thesedecorativefeatures.
Of particularinterestwasthepaintingillustratingthecontroversialbull

a religious rite.
Thestrengthof theCretancivilizationlayin itsfleetandwewereable

to seesomeof therecentlydiscoveredwallpaintingsof warshipsof theperiod.
Twoscriptsareknown. MinoanLinearA, whichcannotbe read,and

MinoanB, whichconsistsof mvem :msor {istsof objects. No written
literatureappearstohavecxisted.

TheMinoancivilisationwas destrovedin 1400B.C..afterwhichCrete
hecamea.Mednterreanhackwater, Later.on, it becamea province of the
RomanEmpire,partof theQticmanEmpireondwaseventually-unitedwith

mainlandGreece.. : : ¥
Thelecturewaswell iilustratedwiths:ades,not omyoftheexoovated

remainsand thereconstructionworkof Sir Arthur Evans, butalso with some
lmaglnahvedrawingstoshowhowKnessosandother:palances.lookedin their
heyday. Otherslidesshowedsomeof theexcavatedvillasandfarmsaswell
astheremainsof thevariousoccupationsfromRomantimesto thepresentday.

BRIDEWELL,LONDON
A LOSTTUDORPALACE Jije i

A lectureby DerekGaddonWednesdayl3thFebruary.
In 1512firesdestroyedtheold Palaceof WestminsterandtheRoyal

apartmenfsin theTower,leavingHenryVIII withouta residence:in theCity.
Toremedythisdefect,BridewellPalacewasconstructed.Builtbetween1515
and1523,thepalacewaslaidoutaroundtwomaincourtyardswithseparate
apartmentsfor theKing andothersfor theQueen.



Thedocumentaryandcartographicevidenceis limitedbutenoughhas
survivedfor thespeakertobeable toshowusa planof thebuildingandgive
a descriptionof it by peoplewhorecordedtheirstayat thePalace.

In 1553thepalacewasgivento theCity asaworkhouse.Whenit was
eventuallydemolishedin 1563it hadservedashospital,prison,houseof
correctionandwarehouse.An opportunityto examinepartof thesite camein 1978whenan area
overlying thefoundationswasclearedprior to redevelopment.

Thepalacehadbeenbuilton riversilt andreclaimedlandandthe
foundationaltechniquewas in consequenceextremelyelaborate. Theprincipal
courtyardandsurroundingwalls wererevealedaswell asremainsof theLong
Gallery, theGrandStaircaseandotherrooms. Unfortunatelyall therooms
hadbeendemolishedtobelowtheoriginalfloor levelbutsufficientbrickwork
remained torecordtheplanandto supplementourknowledgeof thislost
palaceof London.

MEDIEVAL POTSAND POTTERSIN AND AROUND LONDON
The lectureonWednesday23rdApril waswell attendedwhenClive Orton

spoke abouttheworkof theLondonMuseumin assemblinga collectionof
datedmedievalpottery. Theobjectis to convertthelongstratigraphical
sequencesof medievalpotteryfoundduringrecentexcavationsin Londoninto
groupsof identifiedanddatedsherdswhichcanbe usedfor comparative
purposesby archaeologists. A greatdeal of materialhasbeenrecoveredfrom
London,especiallythelargedepositsassociatedwithwaterfrontstructures,such
asTrigLane,whichcanbedatedbydendrochronologyandradiocarbon.

Whenthetimbersof thewaterfrontshadbeenerected,contemporaryrubbish
wasusedasbackingmaterial. New FreshWharf, thedockat BaynardsCastle,
SealHouseandothersiteshaveall producedmanysherds. Sofar, about200
fabricshavebeenidentifiedandaddedto thecollection in theMuseumwhich
hasroomfor 1700specimens.

We wereshownexamplesof variousgroupsof cookingpots, storagejars,
jugsetc., in usebetweentheearly12thcenturyand1500.Thelecturer
remindedusthatleatherjugs,woodenplattersandmetalutensilswerealso in
useandofteninfluencedtheshapeanddesignof potteryforms. Thedevelopment
andoccurrenceof potterytypesin Londonweredescribedandthepointwasmade
thatlittle workhadbeendonein examiningthefunctionof manypots. Medieval
recipesoftendescribethepotsto be usedin preparingandcookingcertain
dishesandwouldrepayfurtherstudy.

Theeventualand, it mustbe confessed,ideal aimwould be to relate each
sherdfoundto itsownkiln. Whilethismaynotbepossibleinall cases,a
greatdealof progresshasbeenmade.



Archaeologicalexcavationshavesofar revealedno evidenceof London
kilnsandthemainareasof potteryproductionseemtohavebeenfromareas
southandwestof theCity.. However,thiscouldbedueto thelack of
explorationin otherareasandthepicturemaychangeduringthenextfew
years. Nevertheless,therealreadyexistsa reliablebodyof databasedon
firmevidencewhichisprovingtobeof greatvalue to thearchaeologistin
helpingto datepotteryfoundin andaroundLondon. G.R.G.

REPORTOFTHEANNUALGENERALMEETING
ThefollowingOfficersandCommitteewereelectedat theAnnual General

MeetingonWednesday26thMarch. President- Dr. l. Anthony,M.A.,Ph.D.,
F.S.A,

Vice Presidents- Mrs. J. Adams, D.B, DennyM.A., Miss |.W, Drayton,
J. Finlay,D.I.PA,,F.Inst., P.A., F.J. Gregory,B.E.M., J.D. Sykes,M.A
Dr. J.P.C. Kent,B.A., Ph.D.F.5.A.

Chairman- GeoffreyGillam Vice-Chairman- SylviaCollicott,B.A,,
P.G.C.F.

General Secretary- lrene Jordan. Treasurer- lan Jones, B.A., A.M,A,
MembershipSecretary- Gwenivens.MeetingsSecretary- JohnColeman.
Editor- GrahamDeal, Auditor- ArthurHall, F.S.A. Committee

Members- RogerEddingtonSimonWood(Junior.Representative).
Trustees- ArthurHall andLionel Fereday.
It wasagreedthattheannualsubscriptionshouldbe increasedto£1.50

foradultmembersand75pfor juniormembers.The followingamendmentsto the
Constitutionarethereforenecessary- Para.4, clauseb, line I, delete£1.00
andinsert£1.50. Para. 4, clauseb, line 2, delete50pandinsert75p. Para4,
clausec, line 3, delete£1.00and50pandinsert£1.50and75prespectively.

After thebusinesspartof themeeting,detailsof theirrespectiveexcavations
asdescribedin theAnnual Reportweregiven, with theaid of colourslides, by
RichardCoxhall and John Ivens. GeoffreyGillam followedwith an illustrated
talkon 'TheChangingFaceof Enfield'toshowtheareaaffectedby theEnfield
TownRedevelopmentPlan, before,duringandafterexcavation.
APPOINTMENTS  Thefollowing appointmentsweremadeat theCommittee
meetingonTuesday1stApril; Librarian- SusanWright. Projectionist- Roger
Edington. Directorof EmergencyExcavations- John Ivens. Development
InformationOfficer - ChrisMulvey. RepresentativetoCouncilforBritish
Archaeology- LionelFeredayandGeoffreyGillam. Representativeto Enfield
ArtsCouncil- GrahamDealandGeoffreyGillam. RepresentativetoLondon
andMiddlesexArchaeologicalSociety,BoroughSecretariesLiaisonScheme-
John Ivens. Representativeto EnfieldConservationAdvisoryGroup- Lionel
Fereday. An interestingdisplayof photographsof thecottagesandbarn on
thefarmsiteonCecil Road,Enfieldwasarrangedby JohnColeman,


