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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

I1th June, Wednesdny Civic Centre, Enfield, .00 p.m.
THE SAXON SHORE HARVEY SHELDON, B.5c. F.5.A,

During the third century Saxon raids began to be made on the coasts of
Britain. To cope with this problem, a chain of forts was built which
extended from Portsmouth harbour to Brancaster in Norfolk on the edge of
the VWash. The task of each garrison was to catch <nd to destroy the raiders
as soon as possible after they had disembarked. Units of the Rom~n navy
patrolied the offshore area of the south east coast and they and the forts,
as well as inland garrisons were linked by mesns of an elabor «te signalling
system. A separate command was set up under a "Comes'; Count of the
Saxon Shore.

The lecture will be given by Horvey 3heldon, who is mokmg a welcome
return to Enfield for this purpose.

16th July, Wednesday CIVIC CENTRE, ENFIELD .00 p.m.
EXCAVATIONS ON MONASTIC SITES
IN WEST ESSEX Pat Wilkinson

In this country we possess a great many monastic sites, some are still very
impressive with the walls standing to roof level . Others are indicated by

only stumps of walls remaining above ground while others have completely
disappeared. There were several monstic orders and the differences are often
reflected in the layout and structural details of the buildings.

On this occasion, Miss P, Wilkinson will describe the excavations carried out
on monstic sites in Essex, including Stratford (Cistercian), Langthorne, Waltham
“bbey (Augustinian) and Barking (Benedictinz).

I1th July Vadnesday Salisbury House,Bury Street, N.9,
§.00p.m.
ACTIVITIES GROUP MEETING ~ecent Rasearch on Enfield Palace

lon Jones will describe his recent work on the history of Enfield Palace for
the forthcoming research report on 'The Royal Palaces of Enfield’'. There will
also be reports on recent fieldwork and excavation and details of future plans.




LECTURE REPORTS

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF CRETE
A lecture given by lan Jones on Wednesday 9th January.
Situated in the South Aegean, the island of Crete, although possessing
fertile plains conducive to stock breeding ond the growing of crops, had
“few natural resources. The key to its success lay in its position in the
Mediterranean, making it ideal for trade between the surrounding mainland
_countries. Although many of its material requirements had to be imported,
it was able to export considerable amounts of agricultural produce.
During the second millenium B.C, the great Bronze Age civilisation, known
. as Minoan, reached its height. -Many fine palaces were built; the best known
of which is Knossos, made famous by the excavations of Sir Arthur Evans.
Knossos grew into an enourmous and complex structure with- many 'modern’
architectural features such as light wells cnd drainage systems. Several
~ frescoes have survived and we were shown many of these decarative features.
Of particular interest was the painting illustrating the controversial bull
. leaping, said to have been undertcken by ccrebets or atheletes as part of
a religious rite. :

The strength of the Cretan civi'izcti~r lay in its fleet and we were able
- to see some of the recently dl"’:C"”reG w1 paintings of warships of the period.

Two scripts are known. Minoan ilnecr A, which cannot be read, and
Minoan B, which ccnsists of mvemdu < or iists of objects. No written
literature appears to have cxisted.

The Minoan civilisaﬁc 1 WGS dpsfrc;we:! in 1400 B..C. after which Crete
became a. Mediterrean backwater, Lateron, itbecame a province of the
. _.Roman Empire, port of the Ctioman Empire cwd was eventually united with
mainland Greece.

The lecture was well nlusfrated with s:ades, not omy of the exoovated
remains and the reconstruction work of Sir Arthur Evans, but also with some
._,.nmagmahve drawings to show how Knessos and other palances looked in their
heyday. Other slides showed some of the excavated villas and farms as well
as the remains of the various occupations from Roman times to the present day.

'BRIDEWELL, LONDON
A LOST TUDOR PALACE
A lecture by Derek Gadd on Wednesday l3th February.

In 1512 fires destroyed the old Palace of Westminster and the Royal
'aportmenfs in the Tower, leaving Henry VIII without a residence: in the City.
To remedy this defect, Bridewell Palace was constructed. Built between 1515
and 1523, the palace was laid out around two main courtyards with separate
apartments for the King and others for the Gueen.




The documentary and cartographic evidence is limited but. enough has
survived for the speaker to be able to show us a plan of the building and giva
a description of it by people who recorded their stay ~t the Paloce.

In 1555 the palace was given to the City as a.workhouse. When it was
eventually demolushed in 1563 it had served as hospital, pnson, house of
‘ correction ind warehouse.

\n opportunity to examine part of tha site came in l978 when an area
overlying the foundations was cleared prior to redevelopment.:

The palace had been bunlt on river silt and reclaimed tand and the
foundational techniquz was in consequence extremely elaborate. The principal
courtyard and surrounding walls were revenled as well as remains of the Long
Gallery, the Grand Staircase and other rooms. Unortunately all the rooms
had been demolished to below the original floor level but sufficient brickwork
remained-to record the plan and to supplement our knowledge of this lost
palace of London.

MEDIEVAL POTS AND POTTERS IN AND AROUND LONDON

The lecture on Wednesday 23rd April was well attended when Clive Orton
“spoke about the work of the London Museum in assembling a collection of
dated medicval pottery. The object is to convert the long stratigraphical
sequences of medieval pottery found during recent excavations in London into
groups of identified and dated sherds which can be used for comparative
purposes by archaeologists. A great deal of material has been recovered from
London, especially the large deposits associatad with waterfront structures, such
os Trig Lane, which can be dated by dendrochronology and radio carbon .

VWhen the timbers of the waterfronts had been erected, contemporary rubbish
was used as backing material . New Frash Wharf, the dock at Baynards Castle,
Seal House ~nd other sites have all producad many sherds. So far, about 200
fabrics have been identified and addzad to the collection in the Museum which
has room for 1700 specimens. : ‘

We were shown examples of various groups of . cookmg pots , storage jars,
jugs etc., in use between the early 12th century and 1500. The lecturer
reminded us that leather jugs, wooden platters and metal utensils were also in
use o~nd often influenced the shape and design of pottery forms. The development
and occurrence of pottery types in London were described and the point was made
that little work had been done in examining the function of many pots. Medieval
recipes often describe the pots to be used in preparmg cnd cooking certain
dishes and would repay further study.

The eventual and, it must be confessed, ideal aim would be to relate each
sherd found to its own kiln. While this may not be possible in all cases, a
great deal of progress has been made.




Archaeologicakxcavationbavesofar revealecho evidencef London
kilns andthe mainareasf potteryproductioseento havebeenfromareas
southandwestof theCity.. However thiscouldbe dueto thelack of
explorationn otherareasandthepicturemaychangeluringthe nextfew
years. Neverthelesstherealreadyexistsa reliablebodyof databasecdn
firmevidencewhichis provingto be of greatralue tothearchaeologisin
helpingto datepotteryfoundin andaround.ondon. G.R.G.

REPOROFTHEANNUAIGENERAVEETING

ThefollowingOfficersandCommittewereelectedat theAnnual General
MeetingpnWednesd2§thMarch. President Dr. . Anthony,M.A.,Ph.D.,
F.S.A,

Vice PresidentsMrs.]). Adams, D.B, DennyM.A., Miss |.W, Drayton,
J. Finlay,D.I.PA,F.Inst., P.A., F.J. GregoryB.E.M., J.D. SykesM./
Dr.J.P.C. Kent,B.A., Ph.D.F.5.A.

Chairman GeoffreyGillam Vice-Chairman SylviaCollicott,B.A,,
P.G.C.F.

General Secretary- Irenelordan. Treasurer- lanlJones, B.A., A.MA,

Membershigecretary Gwenivens. MeetingsSecretary JohnColeman.

Editor- GrahanDeal, Auditor- ArthurHall, F.S.A. Committee
MembersRogeEddingtogimorwood(JuniorRepresentative).

Trustees ArthurHall andLionel Fereday.

Itwasagreedhattheannuasubscriptishoulde increasetb £1.50
foradultmembeend75pfor juniormember3he followingamendmerttsthe
Constitutioare thereforaecessary Para4, clauseb, linel, delete£1.00
andinsertE1.50. Para. 4, clauseb, line 2, delete50pandinsert75p. Para4,
clausec, line 3, delete£1.00and50mndinsertE1.50and75prespectively.

After thebusinespartof the meeting detailsof theirrespectiveexcavation
asdescribedin the Annual Reportweregiven, with theaid of colourslides, by
RichardCoxhall andJohn Ivens. GeoffreyGillam followedwith an illustrated
talkon 'TheChangindraceof Enfield'to showtheareaaffectedy theEnfield
TownRedevelopmeRtan, before,duringandafterexcavation.

APPOINTMENTS  Thefollowing appointmentweremadeat theCommittee
meetingn TuesdaylstApril; Librarian- SusanNright. Projectionist Roger
Edington. Directorof Emergenc¥xcavations- John lvens. Development
Informatio@fficer - ChrisMulvey. RepresentativeCouncilfor British
Archaeology LionelFeredagndGeoffreyGillam. RepresentatiteEnfield
ArtsCouncil- GrahanbealandseoffreyGillam. Representatit@_ondon
andMiddlesexArchaeologicaBociety, BorougltsecretariekiaisonScheme
John lvens. Representative EnfieldConservatioAdvisoryGroup- Lionel
Fereday. An interestinglisplayof photographsf thecottagesndbarn on
thefarmsiteonCecil Road,Enfieldwasarrangetly JohnColeman,



