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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

12%h November, Y/ednesday" Civic (_antre, Eniield, .00 p.m.
THE INNER SECRETS OF WESTMINSTER © John Neal

PALCE "ND THE HOUSE OF COMMCNG

The royal palacs of VWes tminster, originally built by Edward the Confessor
(Westminster Hall was added by ‘William Rufus) was the normal place of Parliament
from about 1340. St. Stephens Chapal (first mentioned in the reign of John) was used
from 1550 for the meatings of the House of Commons which had previously been held
in the Chapter House or efectory of Westminster Abbey. The House of Lords met in
an apartment of the royal palace. : e

The disastrous fire of 1834 destroyed the wholc palace except Westminster Hall,
and the present Houses of Parliament were erected on the site between 1340 and 1667 .
Fortunately, the original Westminster Hall was saved from the firc. First built by
William Refus in 1097 it was rebuilt, after a fire, by Richard Il in 1396, Its famous
hammear-beam roof of oak has an unriv-lled spon of 70 fect. :

The :chamber of the Housc of Commons was destroyed by enemy action in 194l
nnd wns rebuilt batween 194 and 1950, a

&th October, Wednesday _ Civic entre,Enficld, 5.00 p.m.

FlLid SHOVY . - . , !

The theme of this year's film show is the archaeology of Israel
5CROLLS FROM THE SON OF A STAR  Archaeological findings of the Roman era
in Israz! and the revolt of Bar Kochba. Yigal Yadin relates the difficulties he
encountered during these excavations.
MASAD"  The excavations of Yigal Yadin trace the history of the last Jewish
stronghold against the Roman legions. The story of this site appears elsewhere in
this bulletin. - : TR e

" 10th September, Wednesday Civic Centre,Enfield, .00 p.m.

THE:CHRISTIAN BACKGROUND TO THE ~ Peter Huggins
VIKING INVASIONS IN §,E.ENGL*ND |

‘ Viking raids on this country began at the end of the eighth century and became
a seriéu_s menace between 235 and 74, In the latter year Viking attcks led to the
rctrent of Alfred to Somersct und the creation of an aren of Danish rule in southeast
England. Following the treaty with Guthrum after Su6, the Lea became. the frontier
between S3xon and Dane. Renewed Jonish attacks in the second half of the tenth
century culminated in the unification of the country undar the Christian court of
the Danish king Znut in 1016. Th: conversion of this country depended on Roman
-nd Celtic influences and the cffcct of these influences on southeast England will
be considerad. :




LECTURE REPORTS
'RECENT RESEARCH ON-ROMAN-VHLLAS IN BRITAIN'

Was the subject chosen by Dr. llid Anthony for her Presidential Address on
Wednesday 14th May. Dr. Anthony described the main groups of villas in
lowland Britain and outlined the progress made on rese~rch into this subject
during the past twenty-five years.

Several villa sites were excavated during the 19th and early part of this
century. Many had been carelessly dug, the main aim being a search for
coins and mosaics, and to make a plan of the walls. Two of the better
excavoted sites were Park Street by Helen O'Neil and Lockleys by Ward
Perkins. Some sites were so well preserved that they were put on view to
the general public, Chedworth in Gloucestershire and Brading on the Isle
of Wight are two such cases.

Since then many other sites have been excavated and the results of recent
“work has given us a lot more information about individual sites as well as
the villa system as a whole. One important site is at Gadebridge, near
Hemel Hempstéad, dug by David Neal over several seasons. There has also
been a good deal of selected re-excavaiion. Work at Chedworth by lan
Richmond and at Bignor by Sheherd Frere are cases in point.

Attempts have been made to assign other functions to the villa in Roman
Britain-but, apart from one or two possible exceptions, their economy was
firmly based on agriculture. The collection of the annona or tax in kind,
gave the spur to increased agricultural production and the villa system was
able to provide the corn needed to mcunfom the army.and to supply the
population of the towns. ~
Many villas began life s prﬂ-Romcm farms, sometimes as far back as the
Bronze Age, which is not surprising os the desirability of each site would be
apparent to farmers in whatever age they lived.

In the mid-first century the first villa buildings were often simple structures,
but bath blocks were soon added and with the addition of rooms, sometimes
twenty or more with connecting cerridors, they developed during the fourth
century into large and complex structures. There were subsidary buildings,
among which a large barn for the storage of grain was essential .

The occupants of villas ranged from romanised Britons, retired army officers
and officials. In some cases they were administered by bailiffs on behalf
of an absentee landlord, ‘or for the government if it formed part of an
imperial estate,
~ Many- of theroomsiwere floprd with mosaics and recent studues have shown

~ that various schools of mosaicists existed in this country.




Following a recession, the fourth cenfury was a golden age for villa owners
in this country. Barbarian attacks in Gaul had devastated large areas of
corn growing ldnd and Britain was able to export large qucmhhes of grein
to the Continent.

Saxon raids on this country destroyed the means of communication on which
the villas depended for the distribution of corn and they were eventually
abandoned. The sites of most villas being completely forgotten until
revealed by the spade of the modern excavator.

THE 5..ON SHORE

Was the title of Harvey Sheldon's lecture on sVednesday lith June, He began
by describing the invasion of Britain in 43 A.D., and the establishment of a .
fronticr along the linz of the Fosse Wy, Later on, the Roman armies moved
north and west to occupy Wales, ~nd to build a line of forts in northern
Britain, later to be followed by Hadrians ‘Vall. Another advance was made,
and for a few years the /intonine Wali marked the northern limits of the
province. This line was eventually abandoned in favour of the more casily
monuged Hadrians Wall . ~

A new frontier region was created when German trubes, loosely labelled

5a-ons' by the Romans, began raiding the coasts of Gaul and south east

Britain. To counter these raids, forts were built in the threatened areas.

in Britain, these forts cxtended from the Wash to Southampton, at Brencaster,
Burgh Castle, Walton Castle, Bradwell, Reculver, Richborough, Dover,
Lympne, Pevensey and Porchester, There is another fort near Carisbrook on
the Isle of V/ight “nd another, recently discovered near Porfsmouth both of
which were probably connacted with the shore defences _

Mot all were built at the some time. The consfruchonal characteristics of
individual forts suggest that the first to be built were Brancaster on the v/ash
and Reculver in Kent, during the third century. Otheres were added in the
late third century and the last to be built were Pavensey and Clausentum,
near Portsmouth in the fourth century.

At Dover the fort overlay the earlier sitc of o base for the British fleet which
playad an important part-in patrotling the coasts of Britain in order to give
carly warnings of Saxon raids.

Little is known about the garrisoning of these forts, except to suy that in the
beginning they were occupic by regular troops, but by the fourth century they
wzre probably manned by peasant soldiers, a sort oi local militia, who lived
outside the fort and cultivated land nearby. :\ system often used during the
period of the late Romn cmpire. |




Much of the informatiomegardinghe unitsstationedn the fortscomes
fromthe Notitia Dignatatuman official documentwhichpurportso show
thedispositionsf theRomamrmyin thelate Roma&mpire. However,

as the surviving documentsre copies of one or moreoriginals, the
informatiogivenissuspect.

Signalstationsanda couriersystermvouldhavelinked thiartstoa central
headquartetmderthecommandf theCountof theSaxonShore. Recent
discoveriesuggesthat thesesignalstationextendedip the Thames
estuarnyto warnthe city of Londorof an impendingttack. Theriverwall
of Londorwasalmostertainlyaddedasa resultof SaxonRaids.

Thelecturewaswell illustratecndincludedsomeof thedramatic
reconstructiofirtsirawhyAllanSorrell
ForfurthereadingnthesubjectHarveyheldomentiongdeCouncil
for BritishArchaeologResearcReportNo. 18'TheSaxorShore',a book
entitled'TheSaxonShore'by Stepherdiohsonanda cheapebutveryuseful
guidebookon thesubjectby thesameuthomwerealsorecommended.

EXCAVATIONSONMONASTIC SITESN WESTESSEX
DuringherlectureonWednesdag6tHuly, PatWilkinsomreportednthree
recent excavationsat threemonasticsitesin Essex, Barking, StraffordLangthorne
andWalthamAbbey
Barking was veryimportanmtunneryf theBenedictin®rderandthe
Abbessvasoftena membaesf theRoyalfamily. Theabbeyhadbeenfounded
by theBishomfLondonn 666A.D. andwasthesistethousdo Chertsey
Abbey. Theonlygurvivingpartis theCurfewGate, whichdatefromthe
l4tkcentury. Partof thesitewapoorlyexcavateth 191a8ndtheexposed
areaofthenavdadeemgrassexhdpaved.

In 1966 theWestEssexArchaeologicabroupexcavatean thesiteof the
infirmarychapelwheresomesubstantialvallswerefound. Also foundwasa
skeletonbeneaththe altar which resultedin the local cornerclosingdownthe
site until he wassatisfiedhattheburialwasmedieval!

BarkingCouncil carriedoutsomdandscapingn 197 Whichrevealedome
chalkwalls. A limitedexcavatiorwascarriedoutwhichuncoveredubbish
pits containindgsaxo-Normaipottery. Theworkalsorevealedevidenceof
rebuilding for the sameperiod and this could be related to the time when
William the Conquerorstayedherewhile the White Towerin Londonwasbeing
built. A sewerntrenchacrosghesite exposedhe massivéoundationsf the
monastigvash-house.

TheAbbeywaseventuallydemolishedn theorderof HenryIl andmost

of thebuildingmaterialwentinto the constructiorof a palaceon the other

sideof theriver.



