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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

12thNovember, Wednesday Civic Centre, Enfield, 3.00 p.m.
THE INNER SECRETSOF WESTMINSTER John Neal
PALACE AND THEHOUSE OF COMMONS

Theroyalpalaceof Westminster,originally built by EdwardtheConfessor
(WestminsterHall wasaddedbyWilliamRufus)wasthenormalplaceof Parliament
fromabout1340. St. StephensChapel(firstmentionedin the reignof John)wasused
from1550for themeetingsof theHouseof Commonswhichhadpreviouslybeenheld
in theChapterHouseor refectoryof WestminsterAbbey. TheHouseof Lordsmetin
anapartmentof theroyalpalace.

The disastrousfire of 1834destroyedthewhole palace except WestminsterHall,
andthepresentHousesof Parliamentwereerectedon thesitebetween1840and1867
Fortunately,theoriginalWestminsterHall wassavedfromthefire. Firstbuilt by
William Refusin 1097it wasrebuilt, after a fire, by RichardII in1396, Its famous
hammer-beamroofof oakhasan unrivalledspanof 70 feet.

Thechamberof theHouseof Commonswasdestroyedby enemyaction in 1941
andwasrebuiltbetween1948and1950.
8thOctober,Wednesday Civic Centre,Enfield,5.00p.m.
FILMSHOW

Thethemeof thisyear'sfilmshowis thearchaeologyof Israel
SCROLLSFROM THESON OF A STAR  Archaeologicalfindingsof theRomanera
in Israeland therevolt of Bar Kochba. Yigal Yadin relatesthedifficulties he
encounteredduringtheseexcavations.
MASADA  Theexcavationsof Yigal Yadin tracethehistoryof thelast Jewish
strongholdagainsttheRomanlegions. Thestoryof thissiteappearselsewherein
this bulletin.
10thSeptember,Wednesday Civic Centre,Enfield, 8.00 p.m.

THECHRISTIANBACKGROUNDTOTHE PeterHuggins
VIKINGINVASIONSINS,E.ENGLAND

Viking raidsonthis countrybeganat the endof theeighthcenturyandbecame
a seriousmenacebetween235and 274, In the latter yearViking attacksled to the
retreatof Alfred to Somersetandthecreationof an areaof Danishrule in southeast
England. FollowingthetreatywithGuthrumafter886, theLea becamethefrontier
betweenSaxonandDane. RenewedDanishattacksin thesecondhalfof thetenth
centuryculminatedin theunificationof thecountryundertheChristiancourtof
theDanishkingCnutin 1016,Theconversionof thiscountrydependedonRoman
andCeltic influencesand the effect of theseinfluenceson southeastEnglandwill
be considered.



LECTUREREPORTS
'RECENTRESEARCHON ROMANVILLASINBRITAIN'
Wasthesubjectchosenby Dr. llid Anthonyfor herPresidentialAddresson
Wednesday14thMay. Dr. Anthonydescribedthemaingroupsof villas in
lowlandBritainandoutlinedtheprogressmadeonresearchintothissubject
duringthepasttwenty-fiveyears.
Severalvilla siteswereexcavatedduringthe19thandearlypartof this
century. Manyhadbeencarelesslydug, themainaimbeinga searchfor
coinsandmosaics,andto makea planof thewalls. Twoof thebetter
excavatedsiteswereParkStreetby HelenO'Neil and LockleysbyWard
Perkins. Somesitesweresowell preservedthattheywereputonviewto
thegeneralpublic, Chedworthin GloucestershireandBradingon the Isle
of Wightare twosuchcases.
Sincethenmanyothersiteshavebeenexcavatedandtheresultsof recent

work hasgivenusa lot moreinformationaboutindividualsitesaswell as
thevilla systemasa whole. One importantsiteisatGadebridge,near
HemelHempstéad,dugbyDavidNealoverseveralseasons.Therehasalso
beena gooddealof selectedre-excavaiion. Workat Chedworthby lan
Richmondandat Bignorby SheherdFrerearecasesin point.
Attemptshavebeenmadetoassignotherfunctionsto thevilla in Roman
Britain but, apartfromoneor twopossibleexceptions,theireconomywas
firmlybasedonagriculture.Thecollectionof theannonaor taxin kind,
gavethespurto increasedagriculturalproductionandthevilla systemwas
able to providethecornneededtomaintainthearmy andto supplyThe
populationof thetowns.
Manyvillasbeganlife aspre-Roman farms,sometimesasfarbackasthe
BronzeAge, whichisnotsurprisingasthedesirabilityof eachsitewouldbe
apparentto farmersin whateveragetheylived.
In themid-firstcenturythefirstvilla buildingswereoftensimplestructures,
but bathblocksweresoonaddedandwith theadditionof rooms,sometimes
twentyor morewithconnectingcorridors,theydevelopedduringthefourth
centuryintolargeandcomplexstructures.Thereweresubsidarybuildings,
amongwhicha largebarnfor thestorageof grainwasessential
Theoccupantsof villasrangedfromromanisedBritons,retiredarmyofficers
andofficials. Insomecasestheywereadministeredbybailiffsonbehalf
of anabsenteelandlord,or for thegovernmentif it formedpartof an
imperial estate,
Many ofthe rooms werefloordwithmosaicsandrecentstudieshaveshown

that variousschoolsof mosaicistsexistedin thiscountry.



Followinga recession,thefourthcenturywasa goldenageforvilla owners
in thiscountry. Barbarianattacksin Gaul haddevastatedlargeareasof
corngrowing land and Britain wasable to export large quantitiesof grain
to theContinent.
Saxonraidson thiscountrydestroyedthemeansof communicationonwhich
thevillas dependedfor thedistributionof cornandtheywereeventually
abandoned.Thesitesof mostvillas beingcompletelyforgottenuntil
revealedby thespadeof themodernexcavator.
THE SAXON SHORE
Wasthetitle of HarveySheldon'slectureon Wednesday11thJune. Hebegan
bydescribingtheinvasionof Britainin 43A.D. andtheestablishmentof a
frontieralongthelineof theFosseWay. Lateron, theRomanarmiesmoved
northandwesttooccupyWales, andtobuilda line of fortsin northern
Britain, laterto be followedby HadriansWall. Anotheradvancewasmade,
andfor a few yearstheAntonineWall markedthenorthernlimitsof the
province. Thisline waseventuallyabandonedin favourof themoreeasily
managedHadriansWall
A newfrontierregionwascreatedwhenGermantribes,looselylabelled
'5axons'by theRomans,beganraidingthecoastsof Gaul andsoutheast

Britain. To countertheseraids, fortswerebuilt in the threatenedareas.
in Britain, theseforts extendedfrom the Washto Southampton,at Brencaster,
BurghCastle, WaltonCastle, Bradwell,Reculver,Richborough,Dover,
Lympne,PevenseyandPorchester.Thareis anotherfortnearCarisbrookon
theIsleof Wightandanother,recentlydiscoverednearPortsmouthbothof
whichwereprobablyconnectedwiththeshoredefences.
Not all werebuilt at thesametime. Theconstructionalcharacteristicsof
individual fortssuggestthatthe first to be built wereBrancasteron the Wash
andReculverin Kent, duringthethirdcentury. Othereswereaddedin the
late thirdcenturyandthelastto bebuilt werePavenseyandClausentum,
nearPortsmouthin thefourthcentury
At Doverthefortoverlaytheearliersiteof a basefor theBritishfleetwhich
playedan importantpart inpatrolling the coastsof Britain in orderto give
earlywarningsof Saxonraids.
Little is knownaboutthegarrisoningof theseforts, exceptto saythat in the
beginningtheywereoccupiedby regulartroops,butby thefourthcenturythey
wereprobablymannedby peasantsoldiers,a sortoi local militia, wholived
outsidethefortandcultivatedlandnearby. A systemoftenusedduringthe
periodof thelate Romanempire.



Muchof the informationregardingtheunitsstationedin thefortscomes
fromtheNotitia Dignatatum,anofficial documentwhichpurportsto show
thedispositionsof theRomanarmyin thelate RomanEmpire. However,
as thesurviving documentsare copies of one or moreoriginals, the
informationgivenissuspect.
Signalstationsanda couriersystemwouldhavelinked thefortstoa central
headquartersunderthecommandof theCountof theSaxonShore. Recent
discoveriessuggestthatthesesignalstationsextendeduptheThames
estuaryto warnthecity of Londonof an impendingattack. Theriverwall
of Londonwasalmostcertainlyaddedasa resultof SaxonRaids.
Thelecturewaswell illustratedandincludedsomeof thedramatic
reconstructionsoffortsdrawnbyAllanSorrell
Forfurtherreadingonthesubject,HarveySheldonmentionedtheCouncil
forBritishArchaeologyResearchReportNo. 18'TheSaxonShore',a book
entitled'TheSaxonShore'by StephenJohsonanda cheaperbutveryuseful
guidebookon thesubjectby thesameauthorwerealsorecommended.

EXCAVATIONSONMONASTIC SITESIN WESTESSEX
DuringherlectureonWednesday16thJuly, PatWilkinsonreportedonthree
recent excavationsat threemonasticsites in Essex,Barking, StraffordLangthorne
andWalthamAbbey
Barking  wasa veryimportantnunneryof theBenedictineOrderandthe
Abbesswasoftena memberof theRoyalfamily. Theabbeyhadbeenfounded
by theBishopof Londonin 666A.D. andwasthesisterhousetoChertsey
Abbey. Theonlysurvivingpart is theCurfewGate, whichdatesfromthe
14thcentury.Partof thesitewaspoorlyexcavatedin 1910andtheexposed
areaof thenavehasbeengrassedandpaved.
In 1966,theWestEssexArchaeologicalGroupexcavatedon thesiteof the
infirmarychapelwheresomesubstantialwallswerefound. Also foundwasa
skeletonbeneaththealtar which resultedin the local cornerclosingdownthe
siteuntil hewassatisfiedthattheburialwasmedieval!
BarkingCouncilcarriedoutsomelandscapingin 1971whichrevealedsome
chalkwalls. A limitedexcavationwascarriedoutwhichuncoveredrubbish
pitscontainingSaxo-Normanpottery. Theworkalsorevealedevidenceof
rebuilding for the sameperiod and this could be related to the time when
William theConquerorstayedherewhile theWhite Towerin Londonwasbeing
built. A sewertrenchacrossthesiteexposedthemassivefoundationsof the
monasticwash-house.
TheAbbeywaseventuallydemolishedon theordersof HenryVII andmost
of thebuildingmaterialwentintotheconstructionof a palaceon theother
sideof theriver.


