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ABSENT FRIENDS
We have received a letter from Cyril
and Elsie Smith in which they ask to
be remembered to their friends in the
Society. They also sent a donation
to our funds which is much appreciated.
Elsie and Cyril were loyal members of
the Society and seldom missed a
meeting. They moved some years ago
from Southgate to Navenby in Lincoln-
shire which, as Cyril says in his
letter, is on the Jurassic Ridge, a
fact soon established by gardeners
there! He also comments on our search
for Ermine Street by remarking that
the northern extension of this road
can be seen as a massive agger close
to where he lives.
Nevertheless the search for our part
of the Roman road goes on and over the
Easter weekend a section was cut across
the playing fields of Edmonton County
School.
A crop mark was noted there some time
ago and, being near the accepted
alignment, a trench was necessary to
determine what it is. Unfortunately,
as John Ivens explains later in this
bulletin, it turned out to be a service
road to the former clay pits in
Cornishes Brickfields.
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MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 1981 10 am
With the assistance of Ted Graham
MP and John Neal the above visit
has been arranged which will
include a tour of the Parliament
buildings, lasting about 1 1/2hours,
to be followed, subject to weather
conditions, with a visit to one
of the archaeological sites under
excavation in the City of London.
The party is restricted to 32
members and those wishing to come
on a first come first served basis
can do so by contacting John Ivens
120 Hedge Lane N13 by letter only
please.
A packed lunch is recommended, and
the taking of photographs inside
Westminster is not allowed.
A small fee may be made to those
attending and this will be collected
when the party meets at 10 am
outside the Chancellor's Gate
which is at the House of Lords
entrance.
Nearer the day a circular will be
issued with additional necessary
information.

John Ivens



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

All meetings will be held in Millfield House Arts Centre Silver Street
Edmonton at 8 pm. For further details 'phone 886 1375.

17th June Wednesday LOOKING AT OLD HOUSES
Adrian Gibson

We have not received the expected synopsis so it is not possible to
give much in the way of detail to describe this lecture.
However, the title is self explanatory and it should prove informative
and useful. How often do we look at a house and wish that we knew more
about the constructional characteristics of buildings and to be able to
date them a little more closely than Victorian, Georgian and that rather
vague description, "timber framed, possibly Tudor"?
One of the Council for British Archaeology's earlier publications was
The Investigation of Smaller Domestic Buildings' and is well worth

reading. There are, of course, many useful books on the subject in the
local libraries (but reading these books is not quite the same thing as
having it explained to us and being able to ask questions!).

15th July Wednesday FILMEDEXCAVATION-
ROMAN POTTERY KILN HIGHGATE WOODS
Harvey Sheldon

The excavations carried out between 1966 and 1974 on the northern ridge
of Highgate Wood have shown that pottery was made on the site from
c AD 50-160. Four phases of production have been recognised and
three distinct fabric types identified.
There is no evidence of any settlement in the area and it is assumed
that the kilns were only occasionally worked over a period of a
hundred years by itinerant potters who sold their products at the
nearby settlements; London would have offered a ready market for pottery.
Why the Highgate kilns ceased production is not known but it may be
linked to the apparent fall in population at some sites and the
abandonment of others during the second century (see notes on the
GPO site in this issue).
In 1971 an experiment aimed at producing pottery similar to that made
on the. site in Roman times was carried out at Highgate Wood. Kilns
were built using an excavated example as a model. Pots were made
from local clay and loaded into the kilns which were then fired.
Details of the excavations, the lifting of one of the kilns for display
in the Horniman Museum and the experiments in kiln building and pot-
firing were published in the London Archaeologist.
The kiln is now on display at Bruce Castle Museum Tottenham.
This meeting marks a welcome return of Harvey Sheldon who will be
showing the film.



LECTURE REPORTS

THE ARCHAEOLOGY Ian Jones chose a large canvas for his subject on
OF MESOPOTAMIA Wednesday 14th January when he spoke about the

'Archaeology of Mesopotamia' Having previously
given a detailed history in the December bulletin, Ian went on to
describe some of the more important sites, He illustrated many of the
discoveries made in the area since exploration began in the 19th
century; from the work of Layard, who. removed many large statues now
in the British Museum, to the more scientific excavations by Woolley
during the 1920's and 1930's. The items shown included pottery in
everyday use, bronzework and some beautiful statues, as well as several
of the objects found in the Royal tombs at Ur. Here the rulers were
buried not only with a large selection of their worldly goods but also
with their servants, who had died for the express purpose of
accompanying their ruler into the next world.
That bureaucracy is not a recent inovation is shown by the fact that
a vast army of clerks and administrators was required to look after
a relatively small population. One site has produced over 20,000
clay tablets on which are recorded details of the local records and which
still await examination and publication.
There were drawn reconstructions of the temples and houses of the

periods concerned, as well as photographs of those sites which have
been rebuilt by the Iraq government.
The harshness of the age was exemplified by the code of laws which
called for an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. A legal system
which, as the speaker reminded us, could become rather messy at times.
There were pictures of the many tells which dot the Mesopotamian plain.
These are made up of the remains of mud brick houses, one on top of the
other. Because of the enormous cost and the labour involved few have
been adequately explored. How splendid it would be if a joint effort
could be made to fully excavate at least one tell. The contribution
to our knowledge and understanding of the past would be tremendous.
Alan Cole very kindly brought along some cylinder seals and other
objects which were put on display.

G.R.G.

ROMAN LONDON - GPO SITE NEWGATE STREET The meeting on Wednesday
11th February was more

than just another excavation report, interesting as that report was
in itself. Steve Roskhams began by putting Roman London into its
historical perspective; its location, its origins and its relative
importance He showed how the site was deliberately chosen by the
planners and that it was originally independent of the road system
as a whole.



The town had its origin in a military base constructed at the time
of the Claudian invasion in AD 43 on one of the two low hills; both
of which Roman London was later to occupy.
Occupation of the GPO site began in the 50's and came to an abrupt
end when it was destroyed by fire during the Boudiccan revolt of
AD 60. The road which ran from the centre of the former military
base and known to have been constructed during the first century has
a slight 'kink' just before it reaches the GPO site and suggest
this is where the road left the boundary of the then occupied area.
During subsequent reconstruction work the road to the south, now
followed by Newgate Street, was laid out and was occupied by strip
houses and other buildings with narrow frontages but extending back
from the road for a considerable distance. A side road was
constructed alongside one of these buildings and a narrow alleyway ran
between two others. Nearby kilns point to industrial activity,
although the nature of this activity is not yet known.
There was a disastrous fire in AD 125 which destroyed a large part
of Roman London and buildings on the GPO site did not escape.
The fact that rebuilding followed the original lines so closely suggests
there were some sort of town plans, perhaps tax records, available.
in about AD 180 occupation ceased when the site was covered with a
thick layer of soil and it became an agricultural area within the city.
Why this was done is uncertain. It happened elsewhere and one of the
Aims of current research is to seek an explanation.

G.R.G.

RE-USED MATERIAL How often this term is used in archaeological
reports to describe material of one age which

has been re-used, often for an entirely different purpose at a later
period, The use of tombstones and funerary monuments from Roman
London in the construction of bastions on the city walls during the
troubled times of the third and fourth centuries is a well known example.
The timbers in old houses which from the evidence of joints, peg.
holes, etc show how they had served at least one previous purpose before
being incorporated into the building.
I recently noticed a less exotic re-use of materlal. In Cecil Road
Enfield, next to the Baptist Church, is a flower bed edged with concrete
blocks. These blocks each have a slot and were originally set side
by side; slot uppermost, to provide parking facilities for bicycles.
The proliferation of the motor car, or at least the moped, led to the
decline in use of the bicycle and therefore the use of these blocks.
So, they were put to good use elsewhere to provide a neat edge to an
herbaceous border and where they now form part of the local
archaeological record.

G.R.G.


