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BRECON HOUSE, listed as. a Grade II Bulldlng, An Gentlemans Row
Enfield, has stood empty and. neglected for far too long. This
mid-18th century building is 1mportant to Enfield and to the
total environment of the area in which it stands.

A 'planning application tocormvert the house into flats and erect
houses in the grounds has been reJected by the Council. No doubt
there will be an appeal which will then have to be considered by
the approprlate committee. During the time that must elapse
before a decision is made, the house will be even mofe damaged
by vandals. Already, slates have been removed from large areas
of the roof, the windows have gone and there have been two fires
inside the house. The interior of the coach-house has been
wrecked and the garden wall is being demolished. As Audrey
Robinson said 1n the March bulletin, demolition by neglect is
taking place., " A wire mesh fence has been put up at the back of
the house but this precents no real problems of access and entry
to the house appears to be easy.

Radical changes in the law are needed to speed up planning
procedures by local authorities and to provide them with
sufficient legislation to protect such places as Brecon House.
Most councils are reluctant to use their existing powers as this
~Ccan result in the expenolture of 1arge sums of public money.
What is the point in governments passing planning laws when the
constraints of financial consideration render local authorities
impotent to enforce these laws?

Unless something is done very soon the house will have
deteriorated to such an extent that demolition will become
inevitable and another part of Enfield's herltage will be 1lost.
Photographs have been taken for our collectdn but we heope that

a few prints and colour slides will not soon be the only surviving
traces of this building.
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EXCAVATION AT MAIN AVENUE Ever since the Society's well
BUSH HILL PARK publicised and highly successful
excavation at Lincoln Road in 1975
we have been seeking the opportunity to continue excavations
in adjoining areas and we were therefore glad to be given the
opportunity to examine areas of the grounds of Bush Hill Park
School (Main Avenue) during the school summer vacation. In
m1d July a team of enthusiastic volunteers under the command
of Les Whitmore dug seven small trial trenches and one three
metre trench in an attempt to trace the Roman occupation levels.
found some one hundred yards away on the Lincoln Road site,
w'U‘nfortunately it appears that modern disturbance has affected
the area to a depth of at least one metre and the trenches
produced no more than a few scattered sherds of Roman pottery.
It is quite conceivable that a major excavation to a greater
dépth would have revealed Roman or medieval levels but in view
of the need to complete excavations during August, such
involvement would not be possible. It is hoped that trial trenches
will be dug in areas nearer still to the Lincoln Road site before
time runs out, in which case a further report will appear in a
later bulletin.

John C Stevens
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NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:

Mrs K Delahay 411D Hertford Road London N9
Miss T J Coben 12 Cranbrook Road Wood Green London N22 5NA




FORTHCOMING EVENTS

All meetings will be held in Millfield House Arts Centre,
Silver Street Edmonton N18 at 8.00 pm.

16 _September Wednesday PAST WORK OF THE "SOCIETY
John Ivens and Geoffrey Gillam

The Society was formed in the Autumn of 1955 and 'went public’

in February 1956. Since then a great deal of fieldwork and
research and a lot of excavations have been carried out. The first
site to be excavated was the earthwork at Bush Hill and was. followed
in 1957 by the first serious attempt to locate and section the Roman
Road, Ermine Street, in this area. There have been many other
attempts to find the road, some successful, others less so, In
1974-76 the Society organised the ‘excavation of an 1mportant Roman
site in Lincoln Road when that part of Enfield was being
‘redeveloped. Other research has included such diverse sub jects

as: Enfield Chase, Prehistoric Enfield, Industrial Archaeology,
Medleval Homestead Moats in Hertfordshlre and Enfield At War

1914-18 and 1939-45,

The story of how the Society came to be formed and its subsequent
history and activities (some serious, others humorous) will-be -
told at this meeting.
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14 October Wednesday { ' FILM SHOW

THE BEGINNING OF HISTORY ° This film descrlbes 11fe in prehlstorlc
. Britain from the 01d Stone Age to the
Iron Age. It will show agrlcultural methods, burial customs and
many aspects of everyday life in the periods concerned. The sites
shewn will include the massive stone circle at Avebury and the
reconstructlon of the Iron Age farm at Little Woodbury.

CAVE DWKLLERS OF THE STONE AGE How remains of ancient Jpeople -
skeletons, weapons, tools, palntlngs

- have helped archaeologists to gain a realistic 1mpre581on of

their way of life. The film depicts in dramatised form the lives

of two early ancestors, Neanderthal Man (over 50,000 years ago)

and Cro-Magnon' Man (25,000 years ago). .It was produced in the
Dordogne region of south-western’ France, where extensive relics of
ancient cultures have been discovered.

SLOVAK ANTIQUITIES This film shows some of the archaeological
discoveries of early man in Czechoslovakia.

It includes examples of sculpture 27,000 years old- and remalns Of
Neolithic settlements.,
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11 Novemb& Wednesday CELTIC ART
G Marsh

Apart from their hilltop fortresses, a tangible reminder of

the Celts is their art, much of which survives for us to look
at and to marvel at today.

The craftsman occupied a special place in Celtic Society, only
fractionally below that of a warrior. He was master in most
materials but he excelled in metal and his work was always in
demand. Some fine examples are illustrated in the British
Museum publications book 'Early Celtic Masterpieces from Britain
in the British Museum' by John Brailsford.

"Remaining submerged during the Roman occupation, Celtic art was
to re-emerge in post-Roman times to influence, amongst other
things, the beautifully illuminated scripts in the early
Christian monastries of which the Book of Kells and the
Lindisfarne Gospels are two examples.
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LECTURE REPORTS

EXCAVATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF On Wednesday 22 April, John
HOLY TRINITY PRIORY ALDGATE Schofield took us back more
than 400 years to recreate

the bu11d1ngs and courtyards of Holy Trinity Priory, the remains
of which are buried beneath the roads and buildings at Aldgate in
an area of London rapidly changing as the work of redevelopment
proceeds.

The priory of Augustinian monks was founded there in 1108 by
Matilda, wife of Henry II, and it was extended and added to over
the centuries.

In 1532 Henry VIII ordered the monastery to be dissolved. This
was done as a sort of trial run before the order of 1538 was

made closing down all monasteries in the land.

HTP was acquired by one of the King's favourites and he immediately
sold all the lead from the site. He also removed the roof and end
walls of the huge church and laid a road through the nave, a

road which survives to this day as Mitre Street. Each side of

the church was then converted into houses, as were most of the
other buildings.

At the corner of Mitre Street stands the remains of an arch

built in about 1300 and is the only part of the monastery
surviving above ground.

Much of the evidence for the layout of the site comes from a

plan drawn by John Symons in 1592, and from the plans attached to
deeds for the houses subsequently built there.

Some excavation has been carried out but this has been determined
by the location and pace of redevelopment and digging often had to
he done under extreme conditions during the winter months.




A useful aid to the lecture was the Xerox copy of the plan
of the site handed to each member present which enabled them to

see at a glance the layout of the buildings and to follow the
speaker as he explained the excavation and research.,

The Prior's house and other buildings were traced and several
burials were uncovered. Because of their mutilation by foundation
trenches for subsequent buildings, which had removed either the
upper or lower parts of the skeleton, they were given various
names by the excavators such as "Head and Shoulders" and

"Legs and Co" !
The monks had their own gateway out through the nearby city wall
and this was recently discovered during another excavation.

It was a unique feature unparalleled elsewhere on the wall.

By showing pictures of surviving gateways, churches, belfries,

etc from other sites, John  Schofield was able to illustrate for
us what HTP locked |like in its heyday. It must have been very
impresive and, like SO many monastic sites, the layout influenced
the medieval planners in their ideas of what form towns should
take.

John Schofield ended by showing slides of Westminster Palace with
drawn reconstructions of the area in medieval times and photographs
of the same views today.

A well-told and fascinating story.

LEATHER WORKING IN ROMZN TIMES On Wednesday 20 May we spent a

pleasant evening at Millfield House
in the company of our President, Dr Anthony's chosen subject for
the 1981 Presidential Address was Leather Working in Roman Times'
and she began by describing the manyuses for the large quantities
of leather required to meet the demands of the military as well as

the needs of the domestic market.

Evidence for the use of the material comes from Roman literature

as well as contemporary sculpture; Julius Caesar in his Gallic Wars
refers to leather sails on ships, and some of the scenes on Trojans
Column depict the leather tents used by the army. A lot of leather
would be required to make the number of sails needed by the Roman
navy and for commercial shipping. But even more was necessary for.
the army where each centurion had his own tent, which measured
about 20 feet by 15 feet, and a tent, 14 feet by 10 feet, would

be required for every eight men; which adds up to a lot of tents

for. each legion. The large areas of leather required for sails

and for tents could only be achieved by sewing together several
hides, using bronze or, more likely iron, needles. Because of the
need to ensure they were waterproof, an oil-tanning process was used.
Leather was also needed to make saddles, harness, belts and

items of uniform as well ac the thick-soled sandals  required by the
soldiers. The soles of the sandals were made up of two or three
layers of ox-hide and the uppers of sheepskin or goatskin.

A supply of shoes, slippers, belts, clothing, beds, bedding,

cushions, buckets, etc would be required in large quantities for



