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FORTHCOMINGMEETINGS

SEPTEMBER22ND, 1961: FILM SHOW.

AT THE FIRST MEETING OF THE WINTER SERIES TWO RECENT COLOUR FILMS WILL BE SHOWN.

"THE IMMORTALLAND": SEQUENCESTO BE SEEN IN THIS FILM INCLUDE THE ACROPOLIS, THE
THEATRES OF GREECE, THE PALACE OF AGAMEMNON,THE RUINS OF MYCENAEAND SOME OF THE
FINEST EXAMPLES OF GREEK ART.

"UNDERGROUNDPALACE": THE STORY OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE MING TOMBS IN CHINA. THE CODE
WHICHLED THE EXCAVATORSTO THE SECRET UNDERGROUNDCHAMBERSIS CARVEDON A SINGLE STONE
BUTTRESS. PHILOLOGISTS UNRAVELLEDTHE CODE, AND A FEWMONTHSLATER FOUNDTHEMSELVES
LOOKING INTO THE COFFINS OF THE GREAT MING DYNASTY DEEP IN THE UNDERGROUNDPALACE.

NOVEMBER3RD, 1961: LECTURE.

IN NOVEMBERMR. SHEPHERDFRERE, M.A., F.S.A., READER IN ARCHAEOLOGYOF THE ROMAN
PROVINCES IN THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, WILL GIVE A LECTURE ON "ANIMALS IN THE ROMAN
EMPIRE". MR. FRERE IS KNOWNTO SEVERAL MEMBERSWHOHAVE WORKEDUNDERHIS DIRECTION
AT THE VERULAMIUMEXCAVATIONS. HE HAS ALSO DIRECTED EXCAVATIONSAT SEVERAL OTHER
IMPORTANTSITES, AND, AS WELL AS HIS REPORTS, HE HAS CONTRIBUTEDMANYARTICLES TO
ARCHAEOLOGICALJOURNALS.

DECEMBER8TH, 1961: LECTURE.

THE SUBJECT OF DR. l. F. ANTHONY'S LECTURE IN DECEMBER WILL BE "RECENT EXCAVATIONS AT

VERULAMIUM". DR. ANTHONY IS CURATOR OF THE ST. ALBANS AND VERULAMIUM MUSEUMS AND IS

THEREFORE WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE SITE OF THE ROMAN CITY.

THE FIRST LARGE SCALE EXCAVATIONS WERE CARRIED OUT AT VERULAMIUM BY SIR MORTIMER
WHEELER FROM 1930 ONWARDSAND WERE SPONSOREDBY THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF LONDON,
WHO PUBLISHED THE RESULTS IN THEIR WELL KNOWNRESEARCH REPORT, "VERULAMIUM - A BELGIC
AND TWO ROMANCITIES". A LOT MORE OF THE SITE HAS SINCE BEEN EXCAVATED AND THE SPEAKER
WILL DEAL WITH SOME OF THE MORE RECENT DISCOVERIES,

VERULAMIUM IS WELL WORTH A VISIT. PARTS OF THE TOWN WALL HAVE BEEN CLEARED AND

ARE OPEN TO VIEW, TOGETHER WITH THE ROMAN THEATRE AND ONE ROOM OF A LARGE BUILDING

WITHIN THE TOWN WALLS. IN THE MUSEUM GAN BE SEEN MANY OF THE FINDS FROM THE SITE,

SEVERAL MOSAIC FLOORS WHICH HAVE BEEN LIFTED, AND A SCALE MODEL OF THE ROMAN CITY.

LATIN SCHOLAR WANTED: IS THERE ANYONE IN THE SOCIETY WHOCAN READ MEDIEVAL LATIN?
ONE OF OUR MEMBERSHAS SOME DOCUMENTSRELATING TO A MEDIEVAL SITE IN CHESHUNT AND HE

WOULDBE VERY GRATEFUL FOR HELP IN HAVING THEM TRANSLATED.

FORTY HALL MUSEUM: THE ELECTROTYPE COPY OF THE ROMAN GOLD COIN FOUND IN EDMONTONAND

THE MAMMOTHTUSK FROM NAZEING GRAVEL PITS HAVE BEEN LOANED BY THE SOCIETY FOR DISPLAY
IN THE FORTY HALL MUSEUM.

THERE ARE SEVERAL INTERESTING EXHIBITS IN THE MUSEUM, SUCH AS THE LEAD COFFIN WHICH

CONTAINED A ROMAN BURIAL FOUND NEAR ENFIELD TOWN RAILWAY STATION IN 1902, AND THE

POTTERY FROM A ROMANCEMETERY IN PRIVATE ROAD, ENFIELD.
THE MUSEUMCAN BE REACHEDBY A 135 OR 231 'BUS TO THE GOATAT FORTY HILL AND A SHORT

WALK UP THE HILL TO FORTY HALL.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY: THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY BEING CONDUCTED BY SOCIETY MEMBERS

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF DR. KENT HAS DEALT WITH THE MOAT ON OLD PARK GOLF COURSE, AND
CAMLET MOAT IN TRENT PARK IS THE NEXT SITE TO BE SURVEYED.
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ENFIELD TOWNPLAN: MEMBERSARE NO DOUBTFAMILIAR WITH THE ENFIELD TOWNPLAN, WHICH IS AN
ATTEMPT TO SOLVE THE TRAFFIC PROBLEMSOF ENFIELD. MUCHOF THE PLAN HAS A LOT TO
RECOMMENDIT, BUT THE SCHEMETO BUILD A ROADTHROUGHTHE CHURCHYARDAND THE GROUNDSOF
THE GRAMMARSCHOOLTO LINK SILVER STREET WITH CHASE SIDE AND WINDMILL HILL HAS MET WITH
CONSIDERABLEOPPOSITION FROMTHE RESIDENTS OF ENFIELD. THIS ROADWOULDDESTROYA
UNIQUE TOWNCENTRE CONTAINING AS IT DOES THE PARISH CHURCH, GRAMMARSCHOOLAND MARKET,
AS WELL AS HOLLY WALKAND GENTLEMANSROW. THE VIBRATION CAUSEDBY TRAFFIC USING THE
ROADWOULDALSO SERIOUSLY DAMAGETHE FABRIC OF THE CHURCH.

IT IS ENCOURAGINGIN THIS MATERIAL AGE WHERETHE SACREDCOWIS THE MOTORCAR TO
SEE THAT SO MANY PEOPLE ARE PREPAREDTO ACTIVELY OPPOSE THE DESTRUCTIONOF THEIR TOWN
CENTRE; A DESTRUCTIONWHICHWOULDSERVE NO USEFUL PURPOSE, FOR IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE
HOWTHE PROPOSEDROADWOULDSOLVE ANY TRAFFIC PROBLEMS, IN FACT IT WOULDMERELY
EXACERBATETHE SITUATION.

THE OPPOSITION IS BEING ORGANIZEDBY THE ENFIELD PRESERVATIONSOCIETY AND YOUR
SOCIETY HAS BEEN REPRESENTEDAT TWOCONFERENCESCALLED TO CONSIDERWAYSAND MEANSOF
OPPOSING THOSE PARTS OF THE PLAN WHICHARE CONSIDEREDDETRIMENTALTO THE AMENITIES OF
ENFIELD. ACTION SO FAR HAS CONSISTED OF PREPARING LETTERS ADVISING THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL AND THE COUNTYCOUNCIL OF THE OBJECTIONS RAISED BY ORGANIZATIONSIN ENFIELD, AND
OFFERING ALTERNATIVE IDEAS TO HELP SOLVE THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM.

THERE THE MATTERRESTS: THE NEXT MOVE IS UP TO THE BOROUGHCOUNCIL, BUT YOUR
COMMITTEEWILL CONTINUE TO CO-OPERATEWITH OTHERLOCAL SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
THROUGHTHE PRESERVATIONSOCIETY, ANDAS STATED IN OUR CONSTITUTION, TO "ENDEAVOURTO
MAINTAIN IN THE LOCALITY A RIGHT REGARDFOR ENFIELD'S PAST AND THE MATERIAL RELICS
THEREOF.

ROMANCOIN FOUND IN THEOBALDSPARK: MR. BELL, A MEMBEROF THE SOCIETY, WAS RECENTLY
ASKED TO HELP IDENTIFY WHATTURNEDOUT TO BE A ROMANCOIN OF CONSTANTINE IN VERY FINE
CONDITION.

ENQUIRIES FROMTHE SCHOOLBOYWHOWANTEDTHE COIN IDENTIFIED ELICITED THAT IT HAD
BEEN FOUNDBY ANOTHERBOY IN THE GROUNDSOF THEOBALDSSCHOOLWHENA TREE WASBEING
FELLED. UNFORTUNATELYIT APPEARS THAT THIS BOY HAS SINCE LEFT THE SCHOOL, BUT MR.
BELL IS TRYING TO TRACE HIM AND ALSO TO FIND OUT FROMTHE SCHOOLWHICH TREE(S) HAVE
BEEN FELLED IN THEIR GROUNDSRECENTLY.

THE ERMINE STREET ALIGNMENT RUNS THROUGHTHE SCHOOL GROUNDSAND TRENCHES WERE DUG
BY SOCIETY MEMBERS IN DECEMBER 1959 IN AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE THE ROMAN
ROADAT THIS POINT. ANNUAL REPORT No.4, 31ST MARCH, 1960).

CATHALE PRIORY: A LOST RELIGIOUS HOUSE OF THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY:

SOMEWHERETO THE NORTH OF ENFIELD, JUST INSIDE THE HERTFORDSHIRE BORDER FROM
MIDDLESEX, STOOD THE PRIORY OF CATHALE OR ST. GILES IN THE WOOD.

FOUNDEDBY BENEDICTINE MONKS SHORTLY BEFORE 1220 DURING THE REIGN OF HENRY III
AND DEDICATED TO ST. GILES THE ABBOT, THE PRIORY HAD A SHORT LIFE, BEING DISSOLVED
IN 1240 ITS LANDS WERE THEN MERGEDWITH THOSE OF THE NEARBY CHESHUNT NUNNERY, AND
ALL TRACES OF THE BUILDINGS HAVE LONG SINCE DISAPPEARED.

ONE OF THE EARLIEST REFERENCES IS CONTAINED IN A DEED DATED c.1216-1227 NOW IN
THE BRITISH MUSEUM: "COVENANTOF HUGH, PRIOR, AND BRETHRENOF THE CHURCHOF ST. GILES
OF CATHALE, WITH WILLIAM DE MANDEVILLE, EARL OF ESSEX, SON OF GEOFFREY FITZ-PETER, TO
PROVIDE BY JOINT ELECTION A CANONTO CELEBRATE IN THE CHURCHFOR THE SOULS OF THE SAID
GEOFFREY, OF BEATRICE DE SAY, EARL WILLIAM'S MOTHER, OF GEOFFREY DE MANDEVILLE, HIS
BROTHER, AND OF EARL WILLIAM HIMSELF AND CHRISTIANA HIS WIFE"

WILLIAM DE MANDEVILLE WAS THE PROBABLE FOUNDER OF THE PRIORY; HE CERTAINLY
ENDOWEDIT WITH A GRANT OF LAND AND THE RIGHT OF ACCESS TO ENFIELD CHACE. PART OF
THE MONKS' ENDOWMENTLAY IN SOUTH MIMMS.

A LAW SUIT DURING THE FOURTEENTHCENTURY REGARDINGTHE ENCLOSUREOF BEREVENUE, A
PART OF NORTHAWWOOD, CAUSED AN ASSIZE OF 1223 TO BE READ SHOWING THAT THE AREA WAS
COMMONLAND. PRESENT AT THE 1223 ASSIZE WAS HENRICUS DE WIRMELLE, PRIOR OF CATHALE.
"BE IT KNOWNTHAT THE ASSARTED (CLEARED) LAND WHICH LIES BEFORE THE ENTRANCETO
CATHALE PRIORY REMAINS COMMONLAND JUST AS WHENTHE PRIOR RECOVEREDIT."

BEREVENUE, BEREVENNE OR BERENENNE IS A NAME NOWPRESERVED IN BARVIN PARK AND
BARVIN FARM AND HELPS TO FIX THE WESTERN BOUNDARY OF THE MONASTIC LANDS.

ON THE DEATH OF WILLIAM DE MANDEVILLE IN 1227 HIS POSSESSIONS PASSED TO HUMPHREY
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DE BOHUN, WHOLATER EVICTED THE MONKSFROMTHE PRIORY AND GAVE THE LANDS TO ISABELLA,
PRIORESS OF CHESHUNTNUNNERY.

THE GRANT TRANSFERRING THE HOLDINGS OF CATHALE TO THE NUNNERYDESCRIBED THEM AS
"..... LYING BETWEEN THE LAND OF THE SAID NUNS AND THE PALINGS OF ENFIELD, THAT IS
TO SAY FROMTHE BOUNDARYOF NORTHAWAS FAR AS THE LANE WHICH DESCENDSFROM THE CELL
OF THE SAID NUNS."

INCLUDED IN THE GRANT WEREPASTURE FOR FIFTEEN HORSESAND MARES, SIXTY CATTLE,
A HUNDREDSHEEP, AND PANNAGE FOR PIGS IN ENFIELD CHACE.

A SMALL CHAPEL WAS MAINTAINED NEAR CATHALE BY THE NUNS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
SMALL COMMUNITYWHICH HAD SETTLED NEAR THE PRIORY. THE RUINS OF A CHAPEL WERESAID
TO BE STILL IN EXISTENCE IN 1820 ON THE CHESHUNT- NORTHAWPARISH BOUNDARY.

IN THE CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS FOR HENRY VIII MENTION IS MADE OF: "A FAIR TO BE
HELD AT THE CHAPEL OF ST. GILES NEAR ENFIELD CHACE, HERTS., ON THE FEAST OF ST. GILES
THE ABBOT AND TWODAYS PRECEDING."

THE FAIR WAS BOUGHT BY JAMES I WHEN HE WAS ENLARGING THEOBALDS AND ABOLISHED, BUT
IN 1613 A LICENCE WAS GRANTEDTO HOLD A FAIR ON A PIECE OF WASTE GROUNDNEAR "CATHALE
GATE". A PETITION WAS BROUGHTAGAINST THE NEWSITE AND THE FAIR WAS MOVEDTO THE SOUTH
GATE OF ENFIELD CHACE.

THIS THEN IS BRIEFLY THE STORY OF ST. GILES PRIORY, AND IN AN ARTICLE IN THE
TRANSACTIONS OF THE EAST HERTS. ARCHAEOLOGICALSOCIETY, FROMWHICH THE ABOVE ACCOUNTWAS
COMPILED, MR. H. C. ANDREWS PLACED THE SITE OF THE PRIORY NEAR THE JUNCTION OF COOPERS
LANE WITH CATTLEGATE ROAD ON THE HERTFORDSHIRESIDE OF THE BORDER(TRANS. E.H.A.S.
1923, VOL. VI P.90). THE NAMECATTLEGATEIS STILL APPLIED TO THIS ROADJUNCTION, AND
IS OBVIOUSLY DERIVED FROMCATHALE GATE, AND IT APPEARED THAT THIS WAS THE CLOSEST ONE
COULD GET IN LOCATING THE SITE OF THIS SHORT LIVED MONASTIC BUILDING.

RECENTLY, HOWEVER, MR. T. HOWLETT, A MEMBER OF THIS SOCIETY, DECIDED TO "REOPEN
THE CASE" AND TRY TO DETERMINE THE SITE MOREEXACTLY, IN WHICH VENTURE HE WAS PARTLY
SUCCESSFUL

LITTLE MORE COULD BE GLEANED FROMTHE DOCUMENTARYEVIDENCE, BUT AN EXAMINATION OF
THE MAPS OF THE AREA PROVED MORE FRUITFUL.

ONE OF THESE MAPS WAS OF THEOBALDS PARK, SURVEYED BY JOHN THORPE IN 1611 AT A SCALE
OF NINE INCHES TO ONE MILE. THE VALUE OF THIS MAP LIES IN THE FACT THAT IT WAS DRAWN
SOME YEARS BEFORE THE PARK WAS ENLARGEDAND PROVED TO BE A MINE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE
EARLY ROADSAND FIELD BOUNDARIESOF CHESHUNT.

WHENDETAILS OF THIS MAP ARE DRAWNON A LARGE SCALE ORDNANCESURVEY PLAN IT REVEALS
THAT NOT ONLY HAVE MANY ROADSBEEN ALTERED BUT SOME HAVE COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED.

ON THORPE'S MAP "THE WAY FROM WALTHAM TO ST. ALBOUNES" IS SHOWNAS FOLLOWING
THEOBALDSLANE, THEN ALONG OLD PARK RIDE, AFTER WHICH IT IS NOWLOST, BUT ORIGINALLY
CONTINUED WESTWARDS, POSSIBLY TO JOIN COOPERS LANE AT CATTLEGATE.

A SECOND ROAD FURTHER SOUTH, DESCRIBED AS "THE WAY FROM WALTHAM TO BARNET", FOLLOWED
ROUGHLYTHE LINE OF BULLSMOORLANE, WHITEWeBBSLANE AND WHITEWEBBSROAD; THE MODERN
ROAD THEN BEARS SOUTHWEST,BUT THE LINE ORIGINALLY CONTINUED OVER THE GLASGOWSTUD FARM
TO THE PADDOCKS, WHEREANOTHERROAD,NOW OBLITERATED, RAN NORTHAND PARALLEL WITH THE
CHESHUNT - NORTHAW PARISH BOUNDARY TO LINK THE TWO ROADS JUST DESCRIBED. THE SITE
NOW OCCUPIED BY THE PADDOCKS IS MARKED ON THORPE'S MAP AS CATTALL GAYTE, I.E. CATHALE
GATE, AND THE ROAD THROUGH IT WOULDAPPEAR TO BE THAT WHICH GAVE ACCESS TO ENFIELD CHACE.

THE REASON WHY THE MODERNCATTLEGATE IS NOWPLACED THREE QUARTERS OF A MILE TO THE
WEST IS DUE TO THE ENLARGEMENTOF THEOBALDS PARK, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THE REDIRECTION AND
OBLITERATION OF THE ROADS IN THIS AREA CATTALL GAYTE, LATER TO BECOME KNOWNAS CATTLEGAT
WAS ALSO MOVEDOUTSIDE THE NEW PARK BOUNDARYALONG WITH OTHER SITES, SUCH AS WOODGREEN
FARM, WHICH ONCE OCCUPIED THE SITE OF OLD PARK FARM THREE QUARTERS OF A MILE TO THE
SOUTH. THE PADDOCKS, OLD PARK FARM AND OTHER FARMS INSIDE THEOBALDSWERE BUILT AFTER
THE BREAK UP OF THE ESTATE FOLLOWING THE CIVIL WAR.

HAVING MADETHIS PROMISING START, THE LOCATION OF CATHALE GATE AND THE ROAD INTO
ENFIELD CHACE, MR. HOWLETTTHEN MADEA SEARCH FOR THE SITE OF THE PRIORY.

CLOSE BY IS CUFFLEY BROOK, AND ABOUT HALF A MILE TO THE NORTHOF THE PADDOCKSIS
A LARGE PONDNOWALMOST DRY, BUT IT WASONCECONNECTEDTO THE STREAMBY CHANNELSAT
EITHER END. THIS IS TYPICAL OF A MEDIEVAL FISH POND, TO ALLOWCLEANING AND RESTOCKING.
A FISH PONDWASOF COURSEESSENTIAL TO ALL RELIGIOUS HOUSES.

A SMALL GROUPOF COTTAGESIS MARKEDON THORFE'S MAP NEAR THE POND, AND IT IS
TEMPTING, BUT PROBABLY UNWISE, TO SEE THEM AS HAVING THEIR BEGINNINGS IN THE ORIGINAL


